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KNIGHT HOSPITALLER (1)
1100-1306

INTRODUCTION: ‘WARRIOR MONKS'

nlike their sometinie rivals the Templies, the Crder of St John of
the Hospital of jerusalem (o1 the Hospitallers as they are berer
krewm ) was niot created as a resuli of the Firse Crusade in 100949,
It alrewly exasted, baoi the way in which the Order then evelved from a
charitable organisation into one of the mest effective fighting forces of
the Middle Ages was a consequence of the crusading movement. In the
process the Hospitallers became recognised experis in the military
capabilities of opposing [slumic armics, As their military importance
grew, so the Militey Chrders asserted  increasing independence in
matters of war and peace with neighbouring peoples. The failure of the
Urusader States to expand after their first few successtul vears also meant
that they lacked sufficient land 0o maintain adeqoare armies, In fact
these Lugely wban coastal states often relied on mercenaries and. of
course, the dedicaved standing armies of the Military Orders.
While the Hospitallers increased in poswer and influence in the Middle
&, biblicai Migure, perhaps Eist, s the systern of finamcial and logissical supporewhich they creaced in
Alraham, in the gars of & pllgrim Weestern Earope smilardy prew in siee, wealth and pedical inlluence. The
imllmmﬂ::it::;ﬂh EI!I':iI.liIH”I.:I: [Aresence in :I-"III_'.\H'TE': Enrope vits |_i|r|_|='|:_'l!.j nem-milicry, wiith the
situ Cativodrad, Autun, France; Pl exoe e of theeir rale i the Therian |JE‘ILII‘I1I.I-|H. Here, on whar
suthar's photnog raphl could be calbed Lanan Choistendom’s second front with the Islamic world,
thee Hespitidlers and other Milioy Chders ook a leading pant in the
Spanish Reconouosee Bul even here, the it as they were kinown o theic
Muslim Moorish apponents {(from the French e or baothers), were mot
singled our for the special anenton given then in the Middle Eas

CHRONOLOGY

. 1060 Esnbfishrant of the FHoggsilal ol 23 Jakn in Jenesiom under Isiamio ruls.

1098 Frel Cresde caplores Jenisakerns the Biosad Goned radtonally
Ecnred 1P el Masier af the Order of Bt John of Jemisalam

1113 Pope Paserst 1| recogreees (ba Fespitnl of S5t Johnin Jerusalam as an

Crdey o 1hee Chumsh: she Blessad Geramd becomas achual frst Mssser,
11189-20 Crday of the Knighes Tamplar founded.

1120 Dol of e Beesed Gerand: the Bitssod Raymond du Puy bacomes
BAazter of the oider

1128 Firat efarence io:a canstabg of ihe Hespixlers.

1128 Crday of tha Terplars officialy nssognised by the Catholic Charch

& 1130 Conngisilien ol the et Bilks of the Croer of Hospitalors

c. 113554  Hospilalers geardad exemption, becoming ndagendant of locad religious
authicriies
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1260
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Castle of Bethgibaln granted bo Hospilalers,

irak dhes: Chavallars and four smialer crsties ghvan o tha Hoapkalars:
Firsl unclaar redarencs 10 A briher-knighd ol the FEospliniers.
Carstruciion of Hoepialai casie al Bebmorl

Agsger o Bakben becormes Masier al the onded

e de Comps becomes Masie ol Mo oo, oloed Oy Gilbest
d'Assaily {he SAME YR

Difrita ermergence of Hospisler Drothans- in-anes.

Corstniction of Hospitadar cesle of Behor

Caasl o Wb Pessornos Mishar of The ok,

Jobert da Byris b Mcher ol 10 orolee

Rager da Mauing bacomes Mastar of this omder; Crusadier States defeet
Sadachn b MWonl Gleand,

Caatly of Margals ghen b2 1ha Hoapliadans,

Sandn crushes Eogdom af Jerissslen i batfhs of Halbirg Armsangaad
d'fsp hecomes Master of the arder; Saiadin retaloes Jenasaieer g
Hespatars igse thedr B0,

Rl wariiban for the Hospiialier Sisters in &mgon,

Garresr e Mepes Taoomes Mastar of 1he orar,

I'F::I‘.i-[.FI.I.LlEﬂl s e hesdquaners i Ao

Geafrey o Danjon bacormes basier of ha oder.

Severg sathouake dormeces Bk des Onevalers, alier wiich Hoapelaians
dackia-on magy erigngermen

Ao de Porfugal becoemes Masier of the onder

Gaxlley e Ral becormes Magier of the ander,

G e Meriisig becomas Master ol the order

Bartrand da Thessy bacormes bssier of the ander,

Jenapkam ceded o s Kingdom of Jerasakam By iraly; Massilaier HC
RTINS i BCTR.

G becomas baster of 1ha orolee

Bearbrand de Cormnps bacoenes Master of e ondiy,

Pigmn do Vietls Brids bocormes Masier of the andern

Guipuma da Chiteunms tooomes beabar of 1ha omer

Jerusakem metakan by Musims (Khsareemmians),

O wiar i kingdom of Janisakem

Huagues Aewe] Dacomes Masierof the sider.

MamiLes cenvastiste Mazaraily, rElahs CHasanda, Arsul Saphel, Jatta,
Bafon and Antinch,

fdemii<e rataos Gnastal Benc, Wk des Chomlies and Monilor.
Propoesl o unity Bl Witary Crolers is not agopled,

Ciedl e i County of Trpoli {127 7-33)

ey el il Bestomes Masier of 1he order Kamiuke 1ske Marah
fambis rainko Laenkia and Trigali,

flgmiLis ratskos Acns: simost all emainieg Cnsader oociees Taken o

e RIGHT The Gradel of Antleoh
Elhees s Pira bagormes Maserol thi ondsn loading down ihs mear werticnl
Cuilimrre che Vilared becomres Masier of fhe grer, linse of thie morthemn walle io the
Membics ke cagie of Rochs Gulsrmes, clfy belowe. The Oeder of the
Marmiska take Flund Istand,; probekske end of Letin euifority n Joayl '“"""“";:’""“' “'“h:t
Fruigues de Viars! becoimes Measar of e o, : . i b ik

Hiosgilalers begin masion of Byzanting isand of Fhooas. awners, [fuathor's photegraph)



ABDVE The primétive, amd now
wiry batiored; wall-padntings in
Hardham date from arownd 4125,
In adidition to a pécture of

5t George staying a Musien =t
Antioch tharn b thin Mlustration
of King Morod's gissrde in which
the wicked ruler's soldiers have
hesn given Mudidie Enatorm
larmasllar armour. [In situ, Chrch
of 5t Boioiph, Hardham, England;
nudbor's phatogragh)

ORIGINS AND MILITARISATION
OF THE HOSPITALLERS

The Hospital of 5t Joho o Jemsalem existed well efore the First
Croside waes ammchaed o 1085, Taving been founded or revived by a
group of lalan werchants from Aamalli in the mid-11th century as part
of a wiidespread charitable movement (o help pilgrims, Iy the 10805 it
was a fourishing organisaton under the patronage of the Latin Ghurch
of Santa Maria Lating soach of the grear Chorch of the Holy Sepulchee,
Here, secubir people lived a quaskreligions life and tended the sick. Two
hospices, were cstblished, one for female pilgrims and apother for men,

Following the capture of Jerusalem by the First Consade, s
crusaders remmed home, feavding the newly estabdished  Crssacer
Spancs of Jernsalem, Tripoli, Antioch and Edessa serviowsly shoret of
troops. Formmately for the new states it also took many vears v
the neighbouring  Islamic countries to o overcemes  their chronie
fragmentation and begin o fght back effectively. During these the early
vears the Hospital of 50 John remained o medical organsation, T
developed under the leadership of the Blessed Gerard who hiad
probahly besen the swarcdizn of the original bospicid Before the acvival of
the crnsscher vaeders, andd bl renssined o the e doring theie slege.
Fremch influence repliced thail of the Tialisaas and the Hospital won
wither support, The bodldings were ectenielesed amed by the timee of Genard s
dezith in 11D the Hdmi:uil.'llle'n: Inwel Fsisenn bricedd Frosim H-I.II.H'I"rihil:lll Iw the
Benedictines monks of Saom Maria Latins and even b the Church ol
thim ||n-|_'!' ?'24'|r||]r'|'||'|~. lhey becaine, inellect, an aatonomos religious




Thee Tertidied Gireak Orehesdos
Boraslery of 81 Desrga stands in
ik shasdirw of tha hugs
Hospltaller castle of Krak des
Chovialiess. The Mamluk sulas
pormitied It to remaln wisen the
carsthe wak conguored.

Eathor's photograph)

institution unlike any other religions hospaal i Lietin Chestendom and

eventually the Order ook control of mwst sther bospitals within the
Crusader States. Quite when the Hospitallers stasrted 1o catablish
hampitals in Ewrope is uncleas, though the st wo appear north of the
Alps was probably at Ueechit which dated frome 1122, The Hosploallers
alio ereated @ support service across Western Europe based upon a
nerwork of mmweesderies il Seidlier whose primary functon was.
provide funds, materials and recrults for the Order in the Holby Land,

The Templars were founded as & miliary organisation o defend
pilgrims, but the Hospitallers only gradually became involved in such
dctivities soine time biefore 1160, To many in the moderm Western world
the idea of “warrior monks’ scems a contradiction in terms. Most
medieval people thought differentdy and many Christian scholars
belicved that violenoe was necessary to mmaintxin justioe or o impose
pace. Some wikrs came 0o be seen as a remedy for sin racher than as a
comsequence of it and the daughter of wrongdoers and non-Christians
P e |'4-';_[;4|'|:1:'|:t au an ‘act of love”, The ethos of the earle Crosaces
alser eleclare] Muslims po be semma calpelits, the ‘most blaimeworthy’ of
|M-q||:||4-_

['r'.nl:l;h SONETIE® -;'I:'|'!_.r:.'|11-:'|| r;r;in:'w;:iulu'-rl the valichiv of ol by
|'|'-r'-"|lr:='ni~:|,-r| Belilitziry Cheellers, the !";|||-:'u'l.- recognised their usetulness. All
sgreed, however, that brethren of the Milisoy Orders earmed les
"-.|||r.r|.:|:|.l meErit than hed the racibonal ancd -:'|:-||I|'|||||J:5I:|'.|:' TS ELLRL I
orders, Onece thesr efteciiveness houd been demonsieaied, e Miliciey
Orelers came o be seen by the roders of the Cnssder States as more
relizble contingents than the uneertain and shen msabordinate Teoadal
trexopas O |u|:||:|: mercenaries. Uhn the other hand, the prresence sl
J[-:-'L|1:|I:ul|1'|' brethren oo g bamlefield does o [ thasy were there 1o



Frght, Deswments recond the donation of mliery equipment o the
Creclerr Before 1145, bot these conld ave been for armed servanis of the
Crecder, Mevertheless, Hospisallers wene soon imvelved o the division ol
aprls after a cumpisign o in e a3 King Fulk of Jersalem
wave the Hospitallers Bavt Jitcin where they boile a casile knowin as
Bethgibelin, Chiber sirategic iwations soon I"|.:I||I.Jl.'|.'-:'1] ancl mtlay men
attached themselves w an Order which was beeoming a potent miliziry
foace. Then came the catastrople of 1187 when Saladin defearcd the
matn field army of the Crusader States and recapiured not only
Jensalem bur maest crusader tervitory aso well, Koo surprisingly, the
Fapacy now supported the dedicated Miliary Orders to an even greater
extent while éncouraging further Crosades from the West.

RECRUITMENT

During the 12th centuwry those who went an Crusade monmally had oo be
free men. I they were serfs they had o obiain manumission from their
lords and be able to cover their own expenses, The only real exception
were the minisievicles ol lerr|1;||1:.-' whio 1Hi111:r_'.'|ll:.' remined serts while
gradually evoling into o knightly clase, The Militoy Orders recruited
from the mame clpses, Ceooslties meant that men were conscn ity
nesded  and THNANTY, parlirlll'll'h' m o Framee, wanted o ||rir| the
Iilm-:plr.lllelrx ¥er their numbers were -eh-::||1l.r.|nll1.I larmnitesl by the Order's
t'hr:-rl:.l_!_'n' ol My, Maen sent to the Midedles |.1x|: tencled o |:|¢' ke it el
rr|::|l|:|'.-'r1:|-' '.'Htl.l:ll_'l, 1'«'.!“1" 1|II'I.I"F I'I'It‘lllbll"l'.'l ul ”II.' t‘:l I:ll.'l.' HE'!IL'I‘-III".’ |'|'-r||'.||:|.|:'|:|:
in Eaaropse, TRRIKARATEE ik Frasi 1_-*::1[_Lr.|:|:||::||:||.|aI SUHrT mebwork.

‘I-_ulurll't" 1'\1"11Iil.i1'li."!"!] ||I1" rthﬁ']:Il::lIM! ol !]I!' 1:II.I.|=!I:“.TIH IAERE LR BT i.II!I:I:
Iﬂ":ﬂ'il{l'd rIII:"' I'HJ!k. I:l‘l. |:‘|1|5-:[,:-i1'.|]|:|.=r [IE‘!:I'KII1I1IE'!. E’.rlgl'al“l:l WEls il:l IFEELTTY '||.'iL:'.'.'l- ol

curltral colony of Franoe, set i ]:!:L\-:u| i Hi.gl:l.iﬁrurl.l risle i the Order

Thiz Hospitallers held the nows
abandoned village of Bugoes
[Klsirbat Bakia] noar Jdisr
al-Magami on tho Rker Jordan
as well as many others in this
area. |Authors phatographj




The: Hoapttsller coutln s Margak
an the Syrian coasd, A: seclion
thraugh sntrance-tesmsr (0]
showing owerhanging
machicolalion, groove Tar
portcullia and & guard-rogm
shage. B: plan af e casblia:

€ = chapat; d - dorjor, Keaps

& - erbrance towaer: b - Eall.

C= ehapssl in Margah cakdle.

Oz plan af e castle and forified
Rowis i - dry iaal.

rE|||'i||5_[ the 120 CEEIEUrY ".':-r:.' laree numbers of rOa]s Wi avarkihbe 1n
ithe [ ssrmmn F||1||i|'|-_ bt hete and in Cerrmansclomsmatesd] reEsons of
Ceretral 1 e rescruatenent for the Ii-.|~.|:-|1:_1ill'|': Al [1'||15'|l:||=.-: Face] =il
|'|||'.'-|'u-lili4|1'. from a lacalbe bosed Crder = the Teotomie knights, In Gict,
there wiis relueiance o6 E!mr'u the 'E'|-|||||:;||'-. whar weere consecleresd oo
Freneh and too close te the Papiey oo tiomee when e G emperors
arpel the popes were often al I-:.ugg_-ewt'.-.':ul-:. [ ||-’.-h|||::|”1'IH Faced less of a
produem aned vecruited widely i Bohemin where mest ol the senio
Heaspaeallers were German, The Chder alse Oourished o the sprawling
kanyedoom ol Hungmoy, B here apain oSt ol the leading nwen were
French or lialomn, while -:-|-:||:|:.:s|:. hrethren were |i|u:.;.:'.|:|.|.||. Lroals or
Ceerman sentlers. Hospitallers of Croatian and Bosnian origin semved in
|I:|.|:-' which was i‘l!\-l.'“.!'il?llll.'lllll:tl;. it il 5-:|'|ae'-:.i.|| case, Like Germany, Traly had
abundant well-trained I.:-I1l=l:"r-il.l|h|.| sorlilieers buit they wended 1o have local
lowalties vather than il.:-|1'.||.|.L; the Milicaey Orders. The Therian |2ll.'tl-i||='||§.l
s '.1|.;;.1i|.| dilferent. Emthusizgn Do loly wiir was Fromg, bt i focused on
Andalusia. Most
H lhpiiuilﬂ s i Speiin or Poriugal were also of Bocal arigin,
Dwring the 12th and 123ih centuries brethren of the Hospiialler
Cirder of Si |-|§.a|. were not recrmuiied solely from the nobaligy, Adier ihe

||I|.' I‘ill:h] |.Jl!.|J'||i|.I 'l'u'i|ll :‘l:l\.".ll'i-.‘\-ll'l."hlil.tl.l.il "'\-'L"||i|=|'

1 Gils, however, proference was H'i'.'-:-n o thise of knighily rank whe
brought with them larger financial donadions, and  thereaber the
restrictions on recruiiment gradually became more ngorous, During the



Tha Bull or alficial papal
dissument in which Pops Paschal
Il eonfirmad the faundation af
thir Orisar of tha Hospitallars,
[Palace Armoury, Valetta, Malts)

a

et . Y

I2th century systems of child sblato and attchment w the Order as
rovitiales were more important than in later years, Noviliates also
ineluded abwndoned chibdren who were o, however, obliged we join
ooce they cume of age, In some other orders a noatiate hecame a
full brother at 14 or 15 after three years usining, but in laer years high
casualties and the demand for men who were already rained soldicrs
produbly acoownted oo decline i the sovsaede svtem., On thie other
haral, the absence of a proper seaiele sestem led o widespread
illiteracy wmong recnuts and frequent bresches in reguladons which
were nal fully undersood,

Very linde s Known about the mwtivation of individuzl recruis. The
life of a Hospialler rother oy have looked reladvely easy 1o someone
ot the ouide: there were career proapects and joining a Milicoy Creder
meant less "abandonment of the world” than joining a regular menastic
orider. Some recruits mav aciually have been looking for maryrdom in




10

Péound Taksar vaan hisspvpd war ot & tome ol _!_l||:'IIIIiIII' religious convictim, bat o the late

fo be the site of Ghrist's Pt century & Feow were pving (o escape delts or legal punishiment
Tramafiguraticn sand the
Crunaders. buill 8 caslle ham o

predect pilgrims. Thes wae
hasndid §e thn Hospitailsrs in I here was me lower agee linit, althowgh there were rules aboot when a

12595, [Austhars phalsgraph) man conld bBecome o kidghe or bee orclained a peiese, All recrois bad o
e Free, of legitinate bivth, healthy, speriteally clean and oo in debe.

althovgh criminals or debtors were banred by the Order's rules.
QT ||||.-|I::'i|-:':||i1|||.- TeguLe e of & recrudt w1 J[-.:-\|||'..|ih.'rx woirre Clesan.

Poeringe £he 1500 century a brother-kmght haad oo e oof Kighly descent
angl ot comme [rean the lower arisiceracy, Macced men weee onldy
accepted i their living spousss agreed], and sometimes man and wile
joined wgether, Men were expected o he e enough w fght, though
spanelartds dropped i times of erisis. Ex-members of ather Orders were
il :|r1-:"|||el-:|. sl I!-:lx|:-i|.'||||:'u wWere ~:||1:|:-|.|||:- FRTH1 |:-|'|||||II|-'|| i leasae
aomee they joined, When tndividuals managed to by their way past these
resriplatomas, soch simony cansed considerable seandal.

Ul entay |:-|1|-:'l.'l.|.|.|.|'|.' WILE :n:il'ﬂ].lh.' ang =olemn, the recrnit being
warnied that, “although i may e thae vou see us wellclothed and with
firie borses, o think thar we hoave every comlor, yvou wolld be
mstiken, for when vou woul ke 1ooea i0will be necessary 1o fase, Amd
whien vour want Lo sleep it will e necessary o keep wateh,' Duriong the
Sunalay chaper (meeting) of a convent a prospective recruil asked the

Masier of the ovder or the |ur.--i.l.|.i||:.,'|I brother for Jl:L'll:ll'l-:'l:’-E!li.P. I the
|||:!'|1r|'|l1' af the |.'||.|.|r||.-'| ALl |.-'|.'||.. the candidae was asked if he folfilled
A carved cnpiial in the church &l thee brasie entiy |:|.'l|_||.i|'v|'|||l.':ul*~.' il ke s Biter found w have liedd he would

Morss in candral France provides le: |':-.§:-L'|.|1'||.. The candidate then |:|]:-:|.-e'|| his hands on a missal or mass
o sampte bul remarkably ccurala
lhastraticn af a fully armed
knight froen anausd 11800

brscnle amned bk an osath e Gooed, Ohir Lady and St |lr|||| the HuE.l[J.hI. '\-l.l.lilll..'\I

thunt T wonsbel Bve amd die in cbedience to the sovereign given him by

[in Bitu Abbay Chisrch of Giosid —dn effect the Master of the order — I chastiry, sithoul property, a
St Cabmin, Mazae, F aerf wmd slave of ‘his loreds the sick”™ A the end of the COTCIIOny the
msthor's phalegraph| |:-H'=J-.:II.".J! heerkel up thi basic cosuma of the Order and said, "Behind this,

thue segan of thie Cooss which vou will wear on this mantle in remembrance
ool Hinn sehir suiffered death and passion on the Cross For vou and for us
cetlver stnners May Gaod, by the Cross and by dhe vow of obedicnee thi



vou have made in faith and in deed, keep yvon and defend you now and
For cver, from the power of the Devil.” Alter the mantle was placed upon
the mew brother’s shoulder he was given the Kiss of Peace which he then
exchanged with all brethren present

Mumbers of reciuits varied over the years and, despite s proverbial
wislth, the Coder of the Hospital could nod aflford (o mainain as nisy
fighting men or as many castles as i might have wished, In e early dayvs
any Flospitaller commander could accept o Enight as a recoait, thowgh
aly the Master or o specially designated  brother conld accept a
serpeant. In P27 i was decided that the authority of the Master was
needed before the commanders of Cypras, Tripali and Armenia conld
croate mew brethren, althowgh the commanders and chapiers of larger
establishments at Acre, Rk des Chevaliers and  Margab could sl
actepl recrurts In 1T after the fall of Acee, the Flospitallers” finances
were even more strained and so oo new brothers conld be created
;jll:."-’l.'lll'rl"' e o 11 ."i|:-:.|i11 withust a !-;er_iﬁt; firence from the Master or
Caramed Cormmmeander,

e mise of brotherserpeants was different. In the earliess vears
there were nao I1r|:a-||‘t|'r-1-:111|.-1rl1l.h 0T |II'\-::-|‘|:I|"!'-M'I.'|;'|!_":-|‘|I'|H - fll wire 11t|:'rr_'r1_.'
brothers: After the brothersergeants emenged ascadisimet grooap in the
carly E3h centny ther numbers remaaned loswer than the 'I-:_|||;1rl‘|l,.'-:.
|.||'v|ul-:' the divigion Between |u'-:'.ti:ll:':'ﬂlll:ge!:ll“s-mI-:|.r|||:t ONF  EVATITTNIN TR,
whes  were aoldiers,  and l1r|:r||‘|.|'r-m-'|'!_l.|:".|.|.|rx atervice who underinok
menial or adminismatve ks, They sill led the cone conventual or
I:'IJ:IIIIIIII:I:II.II WL II‘J- II!t‘. !II.I| S Iil‘l‘l.'ll H’H'\E'II I'l::IH!IGiTIE':I'ﬂ!:lII" rl"!.l_lﬂl:ﬂ-iil“i“"r.

The |::-|1:|1J|1'1*—.|¢':|1|-_1.'.u||.1- must nol be confissed with 2 much |::r|;\-|'1' numbier

Seweral williges I noriberm
Jerdinm winre liwbat & balomging
i tha Hospilalbers. One was Bayl
Flas, known 1o e Crusaders as
Batiadad, whans B files of sddly
msidivwnd shegs mave B
dheavered by archagobsgisls.
|Budbear's phelegraph)
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of erdinary sergeants, who were mecely servanes of the Ovder, Degails

abmonne the beckgrowmds of the Brothersergeants remain very obscure,
buit st seem o lave Deen of peasant or ariisan onging there were
cases of men feom kmightly familics joining as  brother-sergeants,
perhaps becaise they lad not ved been kndgheed, As @ religious order,
the Hospatallers needed their own priesz, although the first reference
toy suichy s eherical eother only daces from 1154 In Gce, the Hospioallers
contitied o face difficuly recruining pricsis and many convents relied
ai aisiders wr serve thelr religious neecds.

O the margins of the Chreder of the Hospitallers were a vanety of

rher groaps, inclinling the doiars, nobbemen who wanted o join as full
brethren bu hadd o wain b a son of gueae after going 1o the Holy Land
at their own expense. Confrolers were laymen, often of high noble rank,
wha were associated with the Hospivallers bur did oot normally become
brethren, They had sgreed o defend o Hospicsdler convent or Iosose
and were given a statns in a simple. religious ceremony. During the
LAth conmury a separate Confraternity of 5t George and St Belian was
eatablished for Christans of the Melkite Syrian Chorch which was in
communion withh Fome.

The backbone of Hospialler power was financial rather than
numerical and by the lae T2 cenmry the Ovder held large territories
in the Crusader States and Ewrope. Their fewdal fiefs in the Middle Ease

| supposedly conributed knighs and other twoopes e the Hospitaller

imuster, but the veliability of their vassals seems o have beon
questionable, especially s many of the peasanis were Muslima, Othes
imvdigenous roops plaved a more significant role in Hospitller lorees,
including the fumous Tarcopoles, bat they were not, of course, brethren
of the Owder. The Hospiialless similurly enlisted Western Ewropean
poereenaries and servanis in the carly 15 cenmary, bor again, they were
pest wimbaers ol the Owcer.

Another villoge cladmed by the
Owdor of the Hospitallors was
Zadmaus = the Syrian meoumtaina.
It wos rotaken by the Mauslims

I 1131 ket Thes Haspitalbens

etill forcesd Qndmus and e
nedghitowring castles to oay
tribwrts Im the 13th certary
l&uthor's photographi

FIGHT The Hespltaller oastle of
Beglvoir overieoks e River
Lordan. ks cenoentrio dosign
raflerrts the taot that it was a
monastio enckasure as wiell as a
ocastbe. Authers photograghy



Y PLICTT

AEOYE The Hospitallors
attracicd meen Troen everyshers
in Catholie Christendom,
btluding Troatin, This

121 contury Groaiian
manusonipt shows thas military
oasiuma of what was then 5
Tronteer region of Latim
Chrdstendom, (Missal,
Eistropoitan Librarg, s,

BBA. 138, Zagreh, Croatia)l

ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE

[he miliansation of the Hospitallers was followed 1y & period when
sevepl of it masters were of Angho-MNosoman origin, Thee Tivst was Gilbers
o Assnilly whio was elected bn 1162 and had  previowsly been the
Caomnnuninder al Tvee, Under his mastcrship the milinsaion of the
Hospitallers gathered pace. The last of the Anglo-Nomman masters was 3
confidant of the crusadieg King Bichard 1, Garmier de Naples, who died
192, The Hospitallers” firse headguarters had been in Jemesalem b
Firlbipwing Saladin's liberation of the holy city in [187 and the Third
Crosade’s subsequent recapture of the Palestinian coast, they maowved o
Acre. The Order's main milicary efforg was, however, concentrted forther
iewth where it acquired a quiskHndependent and sorcegically focated
perritory aroand the grear castles of Krak des Chesaliers and Margah

ST ]Inu|_r|::.'|_lln-|'-. |||.||'|:_|g:'r| e u||.|:'|1-'| lmicest their entre creers m
thee Maddle East, bag there was also somes form of troop rogation inosskach
individual members oof the e did ome toor od rI||I:. m thie Faody Lanel,
Oy @ small PR ol thie |I-!:~:|:-i|.|||r': |I|'1'¢G|HIIII'| wiere Echically
gationed in the region, Many more, |:'u"|||.||||!_: Frathersan-crms,
remained in I"|||r-|'-|-. | hi= SN FESETE WS B wddetdy '-]Il:l.':l.ll.
thimt Western convents oaisiodes ."'lllu”."l comtiined. 10 mest, a handial o
properiy equipped Hghtme men, Mlospotallers i the west were Largedy
non-military sergeants who rontralled the Crder’s mereasingly large
estates mred wenlth, This was also e ol JI!-:;!-.|||I.'.|I|| ©errvents i Central
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The imteriors of some of the
main Hospitallor copties vers
decorated wiib wall paimbings.
This picters of & bapliem camn
from the chapel in Kk des
Chevalisrs, (Mistancs Mussum,
Trtus, Syrisl

anid Eastern l'illrnru-'. aned 11 was iml':r' after the :Il—‘l,axr:l.ri.ng M.::.rl.“::-l
I Ee T LRI LR | |‘|.||||.|.:'.ur:|' e the 135tk century that maore tivan a0 hanedbul
st I:IrIHJI.-I."r‘-LII!ghL\ were stationed m this Fronter linﬁ'cll::-nl af Latin
Cluristendoin. Hl::-xl::ui.!'.:lﬂirl' 1|rg:||::|x:ali|||| i ihe i|:|-rri:|:: |:|r.ni|1.1.|.||.:|
smmiriored that o the Maddle F.'L1-1.. srrued 1'|-::mp'ila|||-r E:umm*.w'ums e
1M m!!!r conceriirated aon the Tanks of the rontser wath iloe ]':q.|u||:|.i1,: acatnih.

Ranks and hierarchy

Ranks within the Order of the Hospiallers rellecied stuus and funetion,
with brother-knights and brothersergeants having essentially the same
military equipment, although that of the sergeants woded o be more
lignitedd. In the earliest dags there had not even been a clear division
bemween brothers-atarmes and non-milicary brothersalservice, but Ty
the Ihh century the brethren formed four main growps: the kaighs or
brother-knighs-ar-arms, the brothersergeanis-a-orms, the non-milicay
brethers-in-office and the smaller number of chaplains or priests, The
meost important division was, in fact, bepween the erdained pricsts and
the erdinary brethren. However, class divisions between brother-knights
and brothersergeanis hardened during the 13ih century, while those
of ilegitimate birth were only allowed limited anthogity by the late
ith century, From 1362 only a brother-knight could become Master
arecd by 1320, brotherknights even ook precedence over priests,

The most important official in the Ouder of the Hospimllers was, of
comrse, the Master who was elected by committee, served for the rese
of his Jife, aod hadd bis own bowsehold and sercons The Grand
Commander was the master’s sdministrative  secomd-in=command,
responsilde for supplies, domestic admministetion, the Order’s Midadle
Fastern propertses amd the Cenmmal Gonvent in Palestine when the
Miwier was absent. By 1303 the vital erlbafesiey (erosbow-store] wis one
of hia fefmides (arvens of responsabiling.

The Marshal was the most senbor milbary official in the Crder,
responsible for discipline in the Cenral Convent where he wis reganded
as the men's leader: the Grand Commuarcder was seen as the Masier’s
representitive. Following a milivuy resoructiaring of the Order In 1206,
all brothersin-arms were plced under his authorit,. He continued w
distribute. militiry equipment and horses, being i charge of the
forge and saddiery, a5 well as issuing ratiors and clothing w those
sent on missons away from the Convent On campaign the Marshal
coanmanded Hospitaller forces under the immediate authorine of the
Master ar his lewrenane, and led the field armry if the Master was abeent,
In faer all military officers in the Middle East were ander the Marshal o
sonmie extent, the only exceptions being the raitadsr (senior) &l and
the Master’s own companions. Lesser milicary ofhicers such as the master
escquire, gonfanier (standard-bearer) and commander of the knights
were under the marshal, as were almos all castellans after 1308, along
with the Turcopobier in time of war and the admiral if the marshal
himsel wais with the leet,

.-‘l._u rlu: x-r.n::n:m.n:l mast  semnr r.'.l:llr'.-:'rr.urra.l benedly abter the Crand
Commander, the Marshal 1'.:'|1|::-rlz'r|: rlirﬁr1|:|.' tor thie Ceerieral {Jlu!:!ﬂl
|:HII-".‘1'I'TI i.l1g I:'IH11IILi||:t!t'|‘ Iil. tl:ll:' {..I"'l'l.l'r. -J_I'H! IIIi.1I'K|'IGI.IIH HlerI-II:I:I'II!'III:!ilI.'I!IT Wil
ans li.'".'r r11t" {:l‘l‘l‘lfﬂ.l‘l;i’."l’ I:FF lhl.' {:':I'I:!I:"!I.' iih Gl 'I‘-'tll:!lli'. R-Cil!l!:{' I"_}':H':l I‘IIr I‘Iil.l] II!!I‘!:II

]:IEIIILiH‘I:'rt feaar I:IIIII'.\{!H, (RET] H'Il:lll.'l:!'ﬁ, e P.'-III:LI '-II:IIII:I-iII!’i :1r|.r|. (R h] & rll'i'l.'\ll:"r. JL



This | froim @ ‘
doonany carma fram a chunch
Lubaman and might dals tram
thae lada 13k or parhaps eary
1dih caniury Crusades pariod.
fFarmadty Phareon Colloction,
B, prosainl whersnbedts
UL

repnilation of 1268 specified tha the Marshal was allowed o mrcoman,

hack or rudingg hoase o adeicion wo bis destrier o warhorse, Iall.:-IIHll this
Bael to be made available if a brother-in-amnns needed i in banke.

A thie I[l:-'\-|'ljl::.llh.'l:hl weernian ki I'I;:.I,IIu'. the Bl was wicely
conanbied for lis r:-'.!:-l.'l. taze ait Middle Eastern allbirg. Mevei IJLI.'|.1.'+H, lis
Power s ofler By the Gaer that thase hl.:-|1|j:|!H this ofice |||'.|||;.'.'u|. Hiw
alten. Hi]i[:!u:- |."|!|IIii|'.lzI|.|.'l'tI! domated o the Order went o the Marshal's
alfice unles jr had been h;.ll.'l.iI-H '.’l!|'[. g’i'-q:ll tes the castles of Krak des
Chevalicrs or Margah., Furthermore, the Marshal could requisition such
i from local commanders. The senbaly itsell had two main
departments: the arsenal where agleast one brother-in-arms locked after
all enilitary equipment except crossbows, and the stables which [aced a
perpetual shorage of horses and o chironic wastage of animals shipped
’Ii.llll. F.'.l.l'll‘l'll.'.

The Constable was a senior milicary  officer, though  his
responaibilities were organisational and he remained subordinace to the
mearshal until 116 The position of Master Esquire of the Central
Convent daved from dhe military reorganisation of 12006, Responsible foy
squires and grooms and for supervising work concerning the horses aned
stabless, he was the immediane superior of the eee, eoee o0 orig whe
actully ran the smables, issuing mounts and  possibly hamesses 1o
bBrothersin-arms,. The mole of Masier Esquire was given oo one of the
ikl senior orf experienced brothersergeanis, boe b should ot be
conlused with another master ssguive who e the Master's own seguires
and was later called the Grand Esguire

The position of Gonfanonier, or stindard bearern, of the Onler seems
to have been offered as o rewiird for skill o courage in bantle. He was
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put beneath the Marshal following the reorganisation of 1206, and from
1270 had w be a brother-knight of legitimae birth, The GonGawnier
could also lead raids i the Master, his Bewtermant or the Marshal were nao
available. The Commander of Knighes actwally led the knights if the
Marshal or his fieutenant were not present, but this was a relatively
junbor position. Other subordinate officials incladed the Commander of
the Vault who was in charge of stores, the SubeMarshal and the
Turcopaolier who later commanded the nrcopoles, and by 1248 wis
probably a brothersergeant. In 1505 the office of Turcopolier was raised
tor the rank of a coween il hailll although its holidler was sill subesedinate
o thas Marshial,

The Castellans or commanders of the Oadder s mos LR R HE T castles
were also under thie Marshal'=s aothorty, Some ol e smaller castles
did ot have castellans, and some may oot have been permasently
_Eul't"t'.‘q.llll'l.'l. The casiellans of mapor Macdle Easvern castles schieved the
statis of capitular baillis and in L3, after all the Syoan castlies bl

Tha Hospltaller complac in Acre
Irs Folastimne o axcoaaicd by
archaaclogists @ (he 10608
[afvar Z. Gaddmana].



The fromt and back of the

1 Zth-centery Great Seal of the
Hoapitaller Convent. On tho
back, a sick man s on o bed
beneaih o lamp symEolising
bath the medicad furctions of
thie Qrdisr,

tallem toe the Mamleks, no brother coalid hecome o cpstellan unless e

hael served in the Checler for ot least five vears, |The Admiral was one ol
the  Lisd r|1'i!i|:|r:. officials 40 be created, in o orowned 1300, He was in
cosrmmmancd of all j_PI:I.”-!"'."-. aned armedd] \.||i||-1. smaller thawn o j;.llh".'. s well a%
of men-ai-arms andd sailors abonrd sach vessels;

A ]|'|||_pe'. l.'-'ll'!L'IF '\-'||1'-:-:-1-:i wrvel el by |-|':.;:|.||i.-=::||1|:-|| like thie |!-els-:|a-i|.||l:'r'\-
n.'llllr.l'l!:.' neecled |:|r|:||:' member of skilled emahian or ||.|r||-rr|i|:||:ar:.'
aificmls. T hesy cluded ilie darapeer wlhio was an -.'||.||':i;4' nf |.'|-e.-ri'|:r||_rI
sllocanons from the frrrmeniarie which seems o hoave been o I:til-::-rinj;
-H-e']u:.nnu-r:: as well s o clothinge gtore, where the r'llll'ﬂ_l'.l.:r? vos suasisied Ir:r
a2t brather of the fELTTICT R The later's duties mchacled semtlimg up the
goods al decensed brothers, The Trewwrer controlled the Treasury,
whitle the “-:15||i1'.|]]|.-'|' Wikt ri'hlh:ll:IH”I]i' for the sack, ared the Convenial
Pricr was thie Order's most senior eoclesiastical official, Caler '-'|Jl:'|:'i'.|'||.hl
officials such as the Master Crossbeosermman aodd Mster Sesgeant were ol
broathiess of the Qe

Hespitaller records make the question of numbers of men — brothers
anied non-brothers — slghuly clearer than s nocmael with medieval anmices,
Around LIGS, for example, the Hospitaller Masier Gilbert o Assailly
promised wosupply 500 knighes and 500 necopoles for dhe forthcoming
imvasion of Egvpr, bue not all of deem would lave been rethren. Nor
were the estinued 2000 men whiom the Hospitalbers were said o huve at
the sieme of Duomvar during the Filth Crusade. To face it seems than thie
Hospitallers normally only had aroond 3068 brethren-a-ams ino thie
Micddle East af any one thme, plus non-brethren sergeants, norcopoles,
support personnel, etc, At the battle of La Forbie the Hospitatlers
lost 325 brothersin-arms and aroand 200 mrcopoles with only
26 Hospitallers escaping. This must have virtually wiped owt the brothiers
at-arms then staticned in the Middle East, bon juse over 200 vears [aoer the
Master, Hugh Revel implied that there were once soame 300 brothers in
Syrin, Buat by LML following the fall of Acre, the Hospitallers hased
At Lammassesl am o Frs numbersed a mere T hrotheskniches amd
1] h|'|:1r|1:'r-'s-|1r!_r.r'ir|||'-;_ -"|||I|4|1:||_-'.I'| there were more I||hq1i|:|||¢'n-: e b,
the=y temicked e be ~;r:||'|'.'|11 ver @ very wide area, even in fronber reEions
stach as thee [heeriam F:uﬂrun:ul;l anl Hllllj_r':II'l.

The numhbers of Hl’!n:.'|1II:I||!'r brathers scaticenesd i anw ]1:|.rlr|'||l:-:r
j;.ilrl'iil'_:ll elied most, o comrse, represent its whyrnles 1||i|||:|r!. strengrt i, wrlh
thes mombers of mercenaries apel otler personne| mosrrradly B prrealer
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In 1212 the garmsons of the geei castles of Kk des Chevaliers aned
Margab housed 2000 and 1000 woops respectively, b acconding 1w
a lewer wothe Pope i 1255 the Hospitallers only planned o hove
G cavalry in Brak. When the Hospitaller-held wsen of Avsol Fell o the
Mambunks in 1265, 1,000 men were Killed o :':I|:ILI||.1|. bt ceinly &0 el
them were Hospitaller brethren, Mevertheless, wherever they were
stationed Hogpitaller hrothersin-arms formed an elite

The territory held by the Hospitallers in the Crusader States was mot
particularly extensive, but it tended o be compact, well defended and
fertile, The Order wsed their estares and other economic asscis o
support their defence of the Holy Land, not only by growing food, b
b raising mioney through the export of ofive oil and cane sugar, Here 3
llrh:.!1i|:i|||1_'r eieddellen or bl |14'_|r|||..'|||:|' dealt with the peasantTy |:i'|r|::-|_|;|z;|'|
thiestr ra'is or hepdmn who |ni|_=|'|11 b= -:_'ha.r!_-lc' of several opsalia, or
l.'i||:-1gm.. I it 1 ilgri-l'ﬂlllll.'il.l B sl I'il.*lll'!i. thie qupi_lqlllrrx
e 1]1|:||'|:-.-:! r|.:-|:.'|.1.'i||.“ or defunci H‘“.H'.Il':lll.h Fomedations, i111:i|;:||:li.l|.|_=I Y
'-Il"!lll.‘l'ijl‘h]i."! I11|::II:I|iL"|-11"1':|' Lire ,I-EI:III.IH Tu.|14::lr (4] l‘!il.llll!l:'. .[.Ili"'q' itlf-ﬂ iII.'-I'|1:III'I:'r|.
I.II'IH.III. I:II:IBII.III'I'“!."'H- !'H.I:I.'II al= ﬂ'!’i‘ill.i!f”i:l] I“IIHIH'.'L, I:l\.il.kl"riﬂ'."., Illi]]!i, 113115 il.l:l.l:l.
markes, all of which had w be adminisiered by, or on behall of, the
I'rl.iﬁ{':li.l.il”i:l! [.Ih Llﬂlf.'l' Il'tﬁ.jl:JI: I'-]!Idt)“'llﬂ!!’l iII |]I1".' {::I“ﬁ..ldr‘l:l :;&I-li.'lli.'ﬁ- |.|I-I.'
Hospitallers ovwned moiy Muslio slaves, some capiured o war, some
given as the Oeder's share of boow, others purchased on the open
market

Communications between the Middle East and Western Earope In
sea were the life-bicod of the Crosader States cnce the everland route
hael been severed in the mid-128h cenmoy, But with their wide-ranging
nerwork of subordinate houses, efficient personnel and  already
considerable wealth, the Hospitallers were able 1o sepd men and money
tiv the Middle Eas with relative ease. For example, their priories i
provindes in Central and Eastern Exrope were linked o the Meddle East

Thi Haapitallers racrsibed mary
Drothais and sergaasls Trom
Caveman-speaking lands aisd Ui
arms and armous G relecbod
in simphe provincial arm as wall &s
In great Germsan cathedrols,

fin situ tympanam of Churmh

af 5t Michact, Altenstadt,
Germany; outhor's photograph)



The massive Hoapitallor costle
of Marmah =81l dominstes the
port-city of Banyas. s westism
ramparis now ook down on o
sirntegic oll refinery [Auathor's
phodographi

vin the River Danube. the Balkans and the Byeanune (STRELH ok

Constantinople where theve was even a Hospitaller desney (howse) and a
foror i the 11804 With the decling of Bizaniine auwthorine in the Balkans
s rote becime voo damgerows and was replaced by overland soutes
Venice and thence by sca to Swin. Men, mawtne] and money rom
priories further west seem o have been channelled dhrowgls Marscilles
Even so the increasing cost of warfare, and paricularly the maintemance

heavily armoured  cavalny, meant that the Hospigallers became
seriously short of money in the lae T5th cemtury, The Owder’s
headgquariers in the Middle Esst ofien complainged that il was o
||'|<'i'\.illg '-!|."|-||"i-|||l |Ii||||-\. fl-||I| 1||-|' SR |_||i|||i|_"\-_ .I|I||-:|||:_:|| I_||:"|.
mormmally sent a third or maore of their incoame cast,

Fhe prowing militory and coonomic power of the Hospitallers was
oire reason why the Choarch Bvoured strengthening the Coreder in the
13th CETEUry, and in 1154 the |’|'||:-|- !:u'r'-|:_i|||-r5 them to have thienr omwn
priests who were under the sume discipline as brother-knighis, Thoss
in the Middle Fast were mnder the Convenbtoal Pror af the Order’s
!'.|':||I4|:|:1| fers, whitle thoke iy L||||:-||r' e '-.||I|_||'| t v Ehe repEional |-|'i|||~..

MOTIVATION AND MORALE

L'l |:-1|1:|'.:||'. peecrbvaELom for Ehe meen sine weoomen who poaned the Cheder
ol th !-'u~|=-|l.l of 5t John was, of course, religiows, By the (ime of the
Crusades, the concept of holy war Bad been accepred by most Westem
European Clhirstians. According o religious scholars, Eakirn g paart b
hoely war was “commanded by Goad', whereas @aking part inoa “just war’

was merely “allowed b Caoel”. Bt the idea that men whoe digs] on crasade
WETe Martyrs seems 1o have been new. The recently emerged class of

Ir\-\.l'ulL:]I:"" [T II JII.|I-I'|I| |..|I||||]|':II'|- ire [d5eriy |."|IL'I|.I||I.'\I' T [T BT § LT |I|E'




A& - Froel of the lesd seal of ties
raasier, Falkhar Aegor do Boulins,
aheradng Rim at prayas.

B = Back of tha lead seal of
Fatler Roger de Moulins wha
s Wiled in 1187,

G = Front and back of the Great
Spal of e Master, Father
Micholas Lorgma, dating from
around 1282,

B - Wax Sead of the Mostar,
Fatlsor Hoguos Rewsl, dating from
arcund 1268,

which vwerd obethenoe 10
a secular lord, o owas all
ey owell for 1200 ety
theabosrians ke Swephen
ol Muoren

while o knight eould nol

o - saEEest  thal

reelise his fendal obedience,
hie could absolve himselE
by telling God that he
wanied only it be A
Christian knight and chat
he would ‘scek after that
vhich is good on every
oecasion as much oas |
can’, foiming one of the
Military {hrders oererd a
solution, According 10 thie
mied=E2th century  Gawver
Rodanelus, “To kill

=il FRGRTHTIE st [T il

Master

correction  and  Justioe 18
actually o minister unio
(aesil.,” I

apch vislenee wae a form

ather  senrds,

ol  Christian |'||.||'ir!.' 15
Skl LI by the 15th
century  historian  and
Bishop of Acre, Jacgues de Vibw: "The wothers of a Milicary
Ukndler hiame Bseen .l.*-hi:..;ll-"-'| the 1ask af |||-|:-|||1|||3-_{ the Chureh of
Clirisa against those who are mot Christians; nomely the Spomacens
i Syria, the Moors in Spain, and the pagans m Prossia, Loios
and Cuwmanisy bt also gt che command of ther h||'|:|r'|'i-:-:"~. Arnsl
'\1|'|'|jl-||||.|;|i| R i|| 1-|'|'-|'\: - .l.|||| ,_I;.]:ll'\-l heretics whoerover thiev exsd
il Universad e,

The relimous enthusiasm of the ||n:1['-||.||||': . like earkies
crissders, was 'k.1|'|:|i'.||:ll'll'll by the wse of spered relics such as
1|'i|-;__rmu1':1.-= ol the Trae Cross which .|-:'|-:|1||.|:-'.|||||.'-:5 arrmes dl
the Crusader States on several campaipns: A benniful crysial
refiquary in the form of o bishop's mitre set inoa gilded bronee
frame sl connaiming tiny celies of the True Cross, the apostles
amc] virious saints was dn Bl burcied in the former Hospitalle
conventiml church in Jerosalem. I was found by workimen near the old
high alear in 1853, Beother-knights also retained the ethos and many of
the anitudes of crdinary knights for whom it remained ooue that! “the
hermaie in his eell, the monk in his cleisten, the Enighe in his lords
howsehald, all helonged oo thelr distinct milida but for cach the siruggeie
could be hacd and long', Mam
campraigming which was sumumed up by the southern French poet Piemre
de Bergerac in the early 13h century ‘1 ke 1o hear the shap of the

miwisl alser have hagl o that love ol

hanberk swainst the sackdle=bens ane hear the tinkling ;l1|r]_|i|1;—_'||='||_' il
the harmess, then 1 msh forth and see pourpaints and gambsesons,

thromym onm o ol armmeenr, the nostling of the PRSI TR R TehEs oy :-.|:-|||::-i.'



Despite its religious motivadon, the Order’s relations with the Papoacy
were nod always entirely chedient, purticularfy when viriows popses winned
them o interfere in the intermal affaics of the Crosader Staces during the
I3th century. Some pipal eriticksn of the Hospitallers may in realioy have
been amemipis o put moral pressure an the Oeder as when, in Macch
1258, Pope Gregory TX wiote that e had heard il Flospitaller brethren
kepr harlos in their villuges, owned  private progerny and were even
suspected of herssy, The Hospitalices wers even more reloceent o ged
wvehvedd in European wars, and the popes ko thae they woalbd  be
acoused of diverting the Milicary Oorders vesoaroes i they poshied the
Orders tie do oso, As far at the Hospitillers  themselves  were
concerned, thiy camwe e 2ee themseles and the mval Temiplars as the
primuary Christian militery  power in the Floly Land and were even
reluctnt o et sidetracked ingo the affairs of the Crossder States in
Lireece,

Althoangh the Hospitallers may have become recogmised experts on
Mirdle Eastern affairs, thev never bodged  the oolioral gap with
Orthodox Christians and never fully accepted that the survval of the
Crueacler  Sipstes fl!"]H"“d!'t! on ereexistence with l=lam, In Bt the
supposed poberatbon of Muoshms by the Miligsry Orvders merely seflected
the [Aragrne artitecle ol those who .:1.1'I||'.1||:.- livesel came thue |*1"|j§|r_i-:|::.~'.-
culivral fronper. The Rule of the Templors even peemitted mibicoy
service in the armees of ghe .‘wlliul::l af Bum { Anatobizg, b |[-:W|I-1I'.I"I.‘I:
rubes on this matter wre unforinnatel unloown.

Fram the other side of 1he I1'-c:-r||i1~:|'. thie desclscainom ol the Huxpnunﬂﬂ
i!i I:'Jr:ur i1'.| IIL..I.'I1}' .'tl'.l.liln:ll' SHEFUrCEes. -i-ht' -I']t";ll]:l I::ll- ||:II:' EJ! I‘HEFHHII!"I’ i'iLil!'!I:L‘H l:!ll“
[';I'...Il: l:ll:'!li{.:llt""r'n.llii':l'!'i Il I |7I.i Wl o s bor 1'¢'idJ.I!E'HEFﬂ'LII:I I:'\II"Ii‘IZII'aI.‘l iI::lrI RIS Ig
h{uﬁti:lt\, o 4.'5.:|.|11E!||1.'. As Thn alAthir wrote, he hiswed Been e oo whao,
|.|:IIIJ'I.I“II hi.'| I‘:ll'.d.'l'l':l']-', I::l'l'I::LI.J.I'IL'I.I. = I:"!III.i11I!':I:I| ]:Il.ll:"lllli.ﬂll illlll 'H'I:HI Vs I:ii\'.l!' ikl
I:IIJI'I.I.' HH.IJZL i:l:l |.|I|'|." 1|II'\l::IiL| l::'l.. ||I1' :I'r{IJ."lliI:I:IHI. ."I.H'HI'!IEIII:“ (LN iI.I'JJ“J:III.. ::':-HLLIE!III.
1!IE'LHLI!I1 EilFH.I.I:I'I!I:I I‘!I.I\!'l-l!il.'.l.:"l'.l'.\- itl.lll .I.I.'rllilhl.'l'."i :|J'I|.'r ||I1.' I1i|.|||.1." qif :Iil[[lll.
‘because of the violent hatred they bore againss the Muslims and becanse
'i:ll.'ll.'lf']l' IJI"-I.'I-\'_'J"_!.'I. M-ll.u‘.lwi i.'ll:t'a'i."i{'l:l H-il.l'-.l.di.l'llﬂ SRR ||:I'.I.'| Ill' 'H-!Ilhulfl
beware of the warrior monks . for he cannot achicve his goals through
them, for they have great fervour in celigion, paving oo atenton o e
tsings of this world, He cannot prevent them from imerfering in political
alfairs. 1 have investigated them exwensively and bave found nothing
which conradicss this” Alimost a century Tager Abu'FFida cclebrapsd the
capture of the great Hospitalles castle of Margabs: "In chis memerable day
were revenged the evils caused by thie ovse of the Hospiallers and e
brightness of day replaced the shadows"

The disciptine of the Hospitallers was rocogised by fricnd and foe
alike, On the other hand, a spedal decree issaed in 1285, stiting that no
Hospitaller caste conld: surrender without first indonming dhe Masier,
sugpests that such an event had alveady happened, A few men leh the
Cheder, though they were sironghy condemmned for doing so. There was also
friction between brother-knights and brothersergeants who regacded the
formmer as arrogant, while in the 15:h centoy the states aof brothersin-
rervice steadily declined, Chrisgan prisonersofawar who converted (o
lzlam and fought agrinst their previous comnsdes soon became a feature
ol crusadhing warfare, ot very few of them had been members of the
Military Orebers and none are recorded from the Hlospigallers,

A relimusry from the Chiseh af
Mar Haman, formersy e
Comumntunt Ehurch of the
Homnitnltars, which wan found in
1883 by werkman Sigging near
the High Alter, 1L was probusdly
EriiFhad Im Ui Wroillad puidrs 1243
o 1244, (Trassury of tha Greak
Patrarchils of b Church of

Hely Sapuliheg, demisalas)
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I i also clear thad the execution of |,||u|||¢'-:l lereat hers-an=iermes by
the Musdims was nod g general prmetice, aod by the pmd=E3eh century a
sisten af prisoner exchange hodd desveloped, Drmg the hnal vears of
i Criescder SGates, e numbea= ol Hospetallers fedl o SMarm ek
haneds aned those bredhren whe did become prisonersobsar conld
expect b lamginsh in el cooditons o 80 DBe oworked bard on
CONATUCTLON. profects for many vears. Cho Erlish ||!I-‘\.E:-I|:I.||I! r, Wogrer of
Stamegeave, was sall in Mamlok faaods a0 PSR aod was osoll seekang a
Berrer parnvsoam ok 12000 g0l Elearmms Froom bies frteeneds erel Frmaly,

Amng e regudar checgy, 1 Wity Orders were regarded s
mberior hecause thiesy shiesel Bibosed sunl swere nog slwsas able v Rl evers
redigions vigil, In retuen, the Hospitallers were concerned b maintan
thedr goesd reputation amd wsed remarkably sophisticated propaganda
il sl Breotvers wh travelled abrosd sere aeped w0 behave well,
seandals were |..l.'|.:-| sperel from the owtsiide worled and the Oeder soon
Tzl rernmanenl represtiabiibves al thue parprd Lir m Reome as well e
at the moun secular couds, The |||:-=:::|:I:5.||4| heatiuarbers alzes s
regular reports back 1w Euwrope, Though  normally - addeessed 1o 2
spaecit stliviedenil, they swere clearhy intended g be mgad |||:|::-||-:'. Visilile
Forma of “fmage makig” devices souch as commemornitive caorvings,

'|'||I“'||i'.ill|ill_|:' ] ol clir III"l- l'-!ll-'.ll H'-Irllll:ll.i"!'l!:l ||II '..:I'i".l| L IIIIH II

of the Helv 5 prud hoee an Jeruselem served the sune [ruspcs. Serls were
par ek ly vsebal as they were attebied W dosmmen s soeni II||||||;-_'||1'|'||I.

Cheistendom, and the reverse of [laspitaller seals usually showed aoman

Tha CGala'sl Yahmur on Bhix
Syrian coasl {afiar H. Kenmedy).
A - Tirsd flsar. B - section.

C = jpraud Neai. D - e tewar
wnii TarEied &omp o)

I = ariginally & woosden Poes;

& - barrass an wasl aide

of eompound: & = SLairs]

4 = bulfress egainst neril wall



BELTHY A froapment of vl
padrrting fram the ohapol in the
Hospitaller castie of Kraok des
Chevaliers shows “tha ¢hild
Joswes being presoenfod at the
Temple'. [Hisforical Muscam.
Tartus, Syrial

lving on a mattress or bier. He represented o sck pilgram being cared for |
im e aal thie Oreliers Euhﬂ.lllr:ilx Ax enthosiasm for the crmsade declined,
rEtrorEEe was Fardler tov bimed el |1||||_=|hl by e dfered o redarn For
LAY 11:-_"|i|_r|1r:-||.-a dutees such as TR CARIRITIE r||.'||1||1. |,:-ri.|-'\.1.\. whi sing |
regular mases for the departed benefactor,

Aamionge 1m:iir|.'|r3.' |_:-|-|||,:||!|:'. howewer, Ehe I'I.-'Iilll:_::r'_!.' Chrders were olten
seen s the besi jratrt aof the Chureh |::-1_.I thes late 134h Coenfury, andd d-ur;!:-i.lr.'
H:H'F:-Ii.q':xrrl the |||:n.h]|'u::5||-|'.'=. sl Lﬂ.ll:'pu:ﬂ'd n1-:|n:1:1|:-|1-.u.-|| Support amongst |
Evropesn rulers, In 1274 Emperor Budolf of Habshurg confirmed their
rights and privibeges m the German Empive, sying of the brethren:
Spurming worldly conflicy, they feardesly march against the fovces of
the pagan pestilence, staning the strudards of
Christian victory and the banners of their own
kiighitliom] i the blood of the glorious martyr,
they gl valiantdy against the barbanan nations
and they do oot fear wgive themselves up wa
winrthy ety

The Oeder associated el with popular saines
and had i firse owo Masters porirsed as “Blessed”.
Both Hospitallers and Templars wanted 1o b seen
as “wncient” rather than "modern” crisations. Hence
the Hospitallers claimed di they had exisied in
thee e of thie Apostles, having been founded in
feiusalem at the tme of e Roman Emperor
Ampustus. Other storics pushed the Order ever
further back in kistory, mainiaining that the Jewish
hera Judas Maccabacus was a pairon of the
Hospital im Jerusalem, that John the Baptist's
parciis had worked there, that Chirist himself had
praaiel @ visie, that Christ firse appeared there after
his Resurrection and that 54 Sfephen the firss
marityT bad been a Master of this ancient hospital,

Competition bepween the owo Milivary Orders
became firrce following the fall of the Crosader
States and the leading hero inomost widely read
accoumts of the fall of Acre was Brother Matthew
af Claremont, the marshal of the Hospitallers
‘Bushing through the midst of the troops fike a
raging man ... he cosed throogh St Anthony's
Laife Iw:.‘-:‘.nu:l. thie whole Artry, I!}' s Balenas be thres
dowm many of the mfidels r|.1.'i11r__r| tis the fgreal vnied, Fesr
they fled from him like shieep, whither they knew
not, lee before the wolf” Magthew x||.|p:|'||a.-::'|:t|:l.'

roscles o ke the tmiddle of the |"il:|-'1l.'h|'rc'. his haorse
exhausted, e made a final stand orstil stock dosen
'I:.':.' the: |:-m,1|11:r'x SPErs. Thie desistersof 129] |:'||::ur|}'
demaorahsed the Order of the |||mE:-i1:|.i al St JI:.II‘III
and when even thie liole offshore island of Ruosd
fell, both the |i-:1\.]:|:r::||¢::|11 amel the '|'|'|1|!J|.:|.|=.1 T
m :I:angve'l' il [lr.1:i11;.; their whole reason foa
existence. A new purpose bad o be found and dhas

wintiled take many vears of soulseaching,



Thae chapel in thoe Hospitaller
castle of Margab is 8 simpls,
abmosgt stark sirecture with no
warved deceration.

{duthor's photograoh)

COSTUME, WEAPONS AND HARNESS

Wearing colourful, expensive clothes and the e of decoraned milisary
equipment and horse-lusimess was very moch part of the knightly way of
lifes, bune wheern aoman entered one of the Milicary Orvders all this chamged.
The Bule of the Hospleallers was emphatic on soch mamers. ban if
proved difficult w ensure that dress, harmess of equipment regulations
were always followed. Hospialler siafides ov dhe mlings by the Chapters
constantly prohibited various forms of decoraed  equipment, and
eventkally the repulations themselves were relased. Some statuees shed
an interesting light on how individueal brethren behdaved: in 1262 one
lforbade the wearing of spalies davimes {mail or padded  shoulder
defences) or s (niil leg protections) ar pravers. Another dated
| Awiguise 1278 insisting that no armour be worn within the precinets of
the Hospitailer cotvent during the elections of & new Master hints at
previous attempts at intimidation by armed men

Mo Hospitalber brotherin-amms was allowed more than the regulation
aanonint of military |_-||||j|;||'|||_-;:||: uniless Hi'-l.'lll -1|14:'l.'i'.i|. Fn‘filli:’-h—'ilrl'l This
niy sy have eeflected the limised smount of kit availalde and shomages
coibd have accounted Ffor the Hespitallers” rececling of arms. - aomwour,
horse-harness and even clothing, all of which reverted o the Order on a
brother’s death. Since  the
Miaster, Crand Commeander,
Muarshal, Hosplitaller, Infor-
miarign, Drapiey, Treasurer
and Convenoeal Prior all
had elaims on such material
there could be confusion
s the ismsue was carchully
reguikated,

Mid-15h century Hospit-
aller wwamees {oustonms) show
that the marériel was divided
it distinct sections. Horses
anl related equipment went
1o the Marshal, as did arms
and armaour, bedding went
1o the Dnapier as did most
clothing and noused cloth,
Table and Kitchen items,
books, lmrgical and other
miscellanecns objects held
by capinelar  bailifls and
those of the master's com-
panicns went o the Master,
Thaose of other brethren-at-
arms went to the Marshal,
it ahicase ol r-=|_1'||!:|,r haalitt=
and all  brethren-in-otfice
wirnt to the Caraned Comme-
snder. Anv money probabely
went to the reasury,



A - Tha da-called Clalater i thae
masahes Hoapilaibar camils of
Hrak dus Chovaliers runs along
ane mitde of e main couriyond.
Bahired 5 i the Chapler Howse or
cbumncil chamber.

Huthor's pholograph)

B = One of the oarved capitals in
e Clodster ol Krak das
Chavaliers. [Author's pholograph]

LEFT A wary damaged section ol
@ 13th century wall-palniesg from
@ chapol i Baoirud, showing &
‘danor Thyure” ndoring the Wsgin
amd Child. [Formarly im the
Matiomal Musaum, Bedrul,
piradaat whsneabnlts Linkmoveg
E. Crulkshanbi:Dhodd photograp]

12| -:'.l.'|'!'.|||_lI fo g shatyte of 153288, armaour was also handed hack when a

brosthier ledt the Meddle FEast, v owas svailable v other brothers-in-arms
who might want o make an eschangee for what e alrewdy had
Crosshbows weire a1 special case, since these had o be placed in the
specityving that Turkish
Crlb s, wuldles, javelins, brdivgrs [ horse coverngs), monforons (Flegs],

fressury, Later wesres were more dediailed

. armorceier  [samall prennons), chargess [wir horses), hacks (nding
horses), moiles, Turkish WERAPMITLA, SI%08, all dowrmes of wrmmaonr and harness
fosr armals, e ol Sordie |||-e'|||.'| s, tabile knives, crosshenws, all Forms
of armasr (for men ), swonds, lances, romaes de fefur (leather omrasses),
I|'.-."|'.'_'|'..'|.-.*\| -:_-.:-i.l.ll armacer ), sl berherks, :.:I,'.».-n'.l'.-. -,r|||i||5-e'-e| solt srrnaonars,
st b -.-'.'gl.'r.-n". I'||-.'1|‘::|.|:n- LrcekLis, r|'.l'.'_|'.u.'.1 ae fer [ hrmmed helmers) and
Jepiermedy (olose flodong Belmers) of dead beothers swend e the Marshal,

Uniferm

[he: habie or costiome of the Hospiallers wis o genuine aniferm, ban
was mrore Suitedd o ghe Life of 0 monk, The standaed Black criie weTe
vekatively tghi Godog momastie rolies which brothersinsrms b wowean
ol thedr armour, [ wis oleaddy non saaes] v the violent movement of
Close commbet, et o was not untl P245 dese Pope Tamooent 1Y albowed the
brothers-in-arms 1o ‘wedr wide surcoens, bearing upon the breast the
sign af the Cross', althowgh only b dangerous areas’. Crosses were
sewil on the breasts of the capes and manibes, o could apparently
ber removed whcen mavelling o oon-Cheistan connires, Inothe Lie
Fath amdd eardy fialiles] emtirely

I4th cenmcies the brothers” mantle
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arcund the hody and rqwm'd in fromt where o could be cosed by
bisteosns ol the same cloth, Omn the front was a cross, =10 em wide in
the characueristic c-i,qlm—pnnuwl lt(:-h]'_l-ﬂ'.l“l.'l foran [iest seen in the early
1S5tk cenmry. The convenoaal shis=s worn o mosL GOCASIONS are ns
really understood, but were presumably sirple.

Coloured cloth, velved and the skins of wild animals were sicily
prohibited, yer the normil clothing psue seemed Tavish by the standards
of the tme, [ comsisted of three shives, three pairs breeches, one celte or
rnic, sne monastc habit, one garmacke (oot and hood), two mantles or
clocitks one of which was lined with fur, one paiec linen hose and one of
wond, three hed-sheets and a sack in which w keep theme The reforms
ol 124905 meentioned & vearly issue of two suls consisting of a mnic and
undertunic, hooded coar, and mande one of which was lned with fuc
These included the livery or heavier ceremonial robes and che thinner
‘robes of pittance” used in summer Herrgras (long coats) and ooles furmies
fshort coams) were originally forbidden, i long codts were accepabie
by 15000 when they had o hear the cross of the order. Short coais with
points (laces o which the hose aned other goments conld be atcached )
were, however, till unacceptabde. A fucther decree of L5305 seated bt
the mantle, robes, wrded (probably o wpe of scarll and long coat must
all bae black,

O his head a0 brother wore 2 whilte coll sehich at firse had o be of
double thickness, and later bevame “simple’. Except during  cerian
chuich services, the coil was covered by o Bwge skull cap which had to
uch ihe wenrer's ears on both sides. To the 12808 4 weenee I:'l."[.ll’.':.l:tH| ihar
a brvther I'|'|i|'.1]'|l not remove has fifa o hat even if he was [l.‘l'.'EiI'Iﬁ.’. LT
vinless there wis a Hﬂursr| regeaon, A brother coubd also wear a brimmied hat,
white arban or el Glem |.'|h'-|'|:i:|:|;.; the ears) it the fierce Midolle
Fastern sun, In 1962 smother sfadufestated thae on a milicay expedision
n brocher could wear a furbin which was sovthing other thian while,
which was embroidercd or which ||.'.|1|g|-:'1| chosvm o s wimisd

Tero Latin priesis, menka ar
perhaps mombers of o Mililary
Drder, on @ wall-painting of the
Dormition of the: Virgn mads
aroand 1240 n the Lebameas
willage of Ma'sd. |In situ Chirch
of 58 Sharbel, Ma'ad, Lebancn;
E. Crulicehank-Desd photo)



In the first Hospitaller Rule, brothers were not allowed  flaneris
{sandals) or gedeches (large overstoes as worm in the Isbamic wordd ) bat
only wore selien or ordinary shoes, From the lawe 12th cenwiry a
Hospinller brother was permitied boos during  the pight, and 2
complex ser of regulations developed which allowed him o keep his
Bowoits omn il other s, A veaction miy have sei inoat Acre in 1270 when
a sherbiite stated thay all estiveans or boos, perhaps of the soft Middle
Eisrern variety, were prohibited except when & man was armed. et the
problem of foctwear continued, and in e 15h ceniury. Gypros,
painted Boots and fashionable dfewes soraliid (hose Incorporacing
painted wes] were prohibited. The cost of such clothing was clearky very
high, and from the mid-15th centory many brothers were issued o ses
amount of money o buy their own clothes, Each brother was alkso given
whal could be called pocket-money, but the vain were said o hove
witsted] this on more Bishionable clothes and even jewellery,

o 1358 Pope Alexander IV granied a distinctive costume do the
hrother-Enights of the Flospitallers, there previonsly funang been no
difference hetween the dress of knights and sergeands: “The knights whio
are brethren in vour Order shall wear black mantles in order that they
miay be distinguished from the other bredhren of the said Order [whao
presumably wore dark brown, Inowar, however, and in bacle they shall
weenr jupons and other miligary surcosts which shall be of a red colour,
having sewn upon them a white cross exactly as upon vour standard,”
The new rule wis revoked after nineteen vears, perhaps having had a
had effect on momle within the Oreder, and all brethren-in-ans soon
wore & scarfel surcoat in bagile.

Arms

The guarnement or arms and armour used by Hospitaller brothers-in-anms
wis the same s thae of other knights and sergeants, except for s lack of
decorstion. During the 13th century it nsually consisted of a shickd,
surcoat, swordl, sometimes a ol or dagpern, 2 mail haoberk, afepteis
which may have been an eardy form of softsarmonr worn beneath the
ferrderk, quilted ceisses for the thighs, sometimes mail e, o helmes,
and a long cavaliy lnce or shorter fanoy spear,. The mawe was,
however, still regarded as an Istamic weapoen or one used by non-notde
inbantry, The quilted aketon, gembms and gembeser were worn beneath, or
sommetimes over, Gther armaonr i the 13t cenmory, butin the Midedle Ease
knighes, including members of the Miligry Orders, sometimes wore
uaileed armour withour the heavier mmil  banberk, pargcolody o
sumnet, when scouting or harsssing, the cocmy as light cavalry,

There s Linde evidence of ron equipment being made in the
Crusacder States, and almost all the aoms and aomour wsed by the
Hospitallers wis tmported  from Eorepe. Althooph 0 was very
I.":l.l:l:l:'l:l!ii'h'l_' there were i:lig variztions m ocasl beoween ditterent iems. In
Eave 121h te mabd=1500 century G, for example, w mail haoberk was
approximetely five dmes a5 expensive as a sepacite mail codf, while a
cubrass and 2 pvoeeema (lighe manl armonr ) were Tess than half that of 2
hauherk, Comparable infocmanon from Venwe mdusates that s helmes
el 0 ddepcartl, o sword from A5 e 500 denarin, o knife or hagper
1 denaes and even o eroaskbow arrow cost | denaras, In 153962 0 cost
M0 gilver deniers de Tivars s l1|||:.- |.'|:|_||ir| Y Hilﬂlhil‘.‘l.“t":l' I:n':ﬁ'_lﬁ; in 1305

A haad from a shattened ke
1:31h century English effigy
shows & vertall Bced bo the bR
side of the bead, a nasrew lnce
1o secure the mail coif @nd o
Broacier bamnd which probabéy
supported o helmed, fin sita
ghurch, Farmbomough,
Warwickshire, England;
suthor's phatograph)

T



Unfortupately most Fronaoh
wifigies waore destroyed in the

Fevolution, bl ane 13th century

axmmphe eame fem Duwilia
Abbare. &2 the ook of the

wifigy shows an wnlimed mail coif,
& haeiibaik and ahal B probably

tha ek of an akebon or

e o [Musds doo
Anmndiguitds, Rouon, Franoe)
athor's photograph] B the
damaged wrists of this eifigy
ahtrw the guilied cufts of tho
a0 akeion o gammbeaeon.
Musdi dizs Anbiguités, Rouen,
Frames; aithers photoegraphp

it cost 1500 w oquip a seroeant. The litde mformation whick does seber
o arms mannfacture in the Crosader States indicates that shields were
macke in [ermsalem and crossbows in Acre, A chronic shorgage of miligany

1'1'|'||i|_.||||.;'||| 15 Al indicated by the Hospitillers” overviding conoern 1l
WERPOHITY Mhove cnly from Egpropes o the Coessuder States, Brothess
going back o |-:l||.|_'r1|:q- were issued with the barest minimum, whereas
senior offictils coming from Evvope nommally browghn whint was
described as a “passage of armaoere”, Cedinary breghren were expsecied o
bring full military kit amd in 1225 che Master Jean de Vilbers raled tha
hrothers returning feomm thie West muost also Brong three 'heasis’ = horaes
andl pack animals,

Az Far us WEAHINE Were concerned, the cavaley lance remined the
imast important. It was normally abowt 3 metres beng with o shelt, odlen
of spruce, An chject called o bontier appaars insone cacly 131h centiiy
soarees, and this may have heen a snpport tor the baaet of the Lunee while
it wus heing curried verticully The sword wis ihe most IJI.I.'hli._l.l;i.ll-llh
weapon, bul was of secondary importanos 11 i |".|-.-.|||:r ch e, Adasn
surviving examiples weigh from 1.5 kg, |h'|5.;i_r||.'u; were widely s fn
the [lamic world, bon s | Hth ceartory |".|||*11]:||:' aspemt W hove been
despased by the l-:|1ig||ll1. elite, [ may therefore he sipoificant thad some
cf the earliest references oo miserioosde or oouled ||.:|.:|.;g|.'| in medieval
Western literamre are associaed with the crssuedes o Milaey Oeders,
Mices were also considered “Saracenic’ unol the 3th CUTILEY, whilc:
anes, prdsrrme o e ong=hafted axe) and oo ool (long Bladed
infamtry weagon ) were all used by Christian isfanim



Hespitaller  stsues stated  thar brothers-in-
armws shouhd de thenr armonr oo bundle aed
(Mace it hehind thelr saddle while on campaign,
B sbaculed absans wear Delmes and leg wrmon
i luwsstle werritory abo the
anmncr (isell, althomgh the Hospiallers pliced
greal emphasis on e, possession of “soitable’
sqrai et Sore of i s Nikely w have reflecied
ortental or [slamic influence, pardcularly the use
af hardened leather defences in the 13th and
[4eh centuries, and, of cowrse, n a fbric covened
fowm of sl hauberk, known in the late 12th
century Crusader Staes as the sefer fasenml, This
wiis merely the Arab-lshomic dfesaphanad

Ocher bess common forms of body armaor
ineluded leather armoor culled  oefrases in the
Ierian pensinsuly and suivis in France — the
cost-ol-plates which first appeared in the second
hall of the 13th century; the feteeam which sometimes had onby one
impegral mitten. The sanicle de fer o integral mail mitten ag the end of
the bong sleeves of o mail havberk first appeared in the e 12th cenmary,
Additional protections for the legs developed earlier than those for the
arme Anoearly 15th century section of the 0 Frach Crasade Cyas
memtions geaelliden "hanging like window coverings’, which may hoave
becn an carly form of knee defence

Helmets were kept in place by lsces or chin-straps, which fastened
over the ventail or mail flap protecting the throat and chin, The
increasing  thredt from crosshows and from composite bows in o ihe
Middle East led w greater protection for o warrior's face, At ficst this
ook the form of a broader nasal bu gradually rigid visors were attached
i helmers of variows shapes, A section of the €84 French  Craosade
Cyele, culledd Lo Chepaplier an Cirne, dating from the late 12th or early
| #th century provides an early description of such o helmer which
inchided o waiste or howl, raopdelohres which ITLiEY v heen @
strengthening frame or rim, a feeesirnd which seems o hive been the
visor isell, o oaditional pasal e which the visor might hive been
atached, a mentonal or chinstrap, and welfir or eyesslits. Picrorial
evidence shows thar the next form of separate, small and hemisphencal
rervwilicte helmet was sometmes worn benesth o mal coifl but as 6
increased in sie with extensions o protect the sides el back of the

Less s knavwn

head, it was worn over @ codf, The coif el wis occasionally descriled
as fort & feveoise which possibly et having its own guilied lininmg, By
the fate Tdth ocentury the tenn davon appeared, bot it B unclea
whether this was regieded 5s the meck part of the coil o was, more likely,
the reinforced neck part of a hauberk which might ctherwize ek an
imtepral ool

Exvrapean andd thos sdso Hospieatber shiebids were almost invariably of
woorl amd were asoally covered o leather, B ther size, shapse amd
thickness changed consaderably feom the 12th o L5 centmiries, COne of
{ [ o ~:[;-H'1:I||iule'l forms was the very I:|r!_!.|:' frofemre nvestl b mrven osnn Bonl
which mght besiter be called a mantlet stoce it could be rested on the
grenernl.

Tha Firet Crunads in the sarlisal
surviving manuscripd from the
Crmssdnr States. It shows an
warly form ol Nal-toppad preal
hesten, gHlixpine Uiniverssde,
Vatican Library, M.5. Pal Lat,
10883, §, 31y, Foma)

fn Erglish eifeiy dating frem the
Embe 13%h centyury shows & mail
calf worn cwer o Mat-loppsd
armirg cap which weuld

have supgorind @ grisl halm.

fin sflu ehurch Abbey Do,
Herubardshire, England; sukher's
pholograph|




& Dotail of the knee of an =Wigy
shivwing & rarrow bucklod [Bcn
haneaih the knee which sioppesd
the mail chausses trom fEppéng
mboat, B; Dotnil of the foot of an
wiigy showing that the mail did
ne go hensath the oot wiheee
there is & leather sale. [In site
church, Tickenham, Sameroet,
England; suthor's photographs|

[l horse harness used by Flospitallers was undecoraced, bui the
hasic slements were the sume as these of ordinary knighes, In the late
1% th coenoury the |I-|1'|I-\.|I:|'|i| ity Gl @ war-hiorse For battle inyolvied PN
gy e |,'||-:-:"|-.i|1:_-_' the .-..'.'_|_:'|.-.'.--. ~_|-|'r.-:l'r-J_;'"|-'. ame l|'.w||:l'|'\l"|' which were the three

miin stTAps 50 |||'i||g ihe skl les, 'War saldies themselbves haol aees o
extensions of the maised cantle or rear of the saddle which wene aroangd
ithe lower part of the fders hips, Under the saddbe saddlecloths mther
thin all-epyeloping caparisons or bards, Another term for these mn
have been senfsies The seat or cushion of the suldle may have been
called a r.-.-lrml A el decision resched 'I1l. ithe Hu'q:nr tHer |1:_'.:|r1r|_||.:|1 l=rs
i LA made a clear distinetion betwesn " Turkish saddies’, ordimary
|'i||i|||_'I sacddles amnd warssacdddles, The regulation also stated e
s r-satelefbes pronss nasl B aesest] b waormioes osF Saran m'igill Tt g i Il:u.':.
Werr I||||'-;|;'n:-|e'.-: metheyr than kg |_.'I'|15-= Flamse-arminur lacd besn '.-.'i-:1:'I:.'
nsecd w the Iskbomie wourled samee the Brh century, Booat olid nct AP in
Weskern 'I-'1|:r'||_:-|- vereel ehae Dwber 120k Cerbary aned then |'Ir'::|5:. A% a0 resul
ol Islsomiie indlaenee, Such r:.ll:-llll'li-:lm: repraies] ey ERPEETIRIE, EVET
lowr the= :".]I'!I::i:l:u-' Orrlers, ancl 10 sesms that mrmaonred] horses reocinesd
viery rure within the Crosader Seates.

TRAINING, STRATEGY AND TACTICS

[attle v krvowway s oo lui: iy b |.|111:ug withiaey the "'.1||:|l..1.'. Oheelers, dl'hl:ﬂl!'
thes Bt thel VENLLIIEE noiees must Bove entered with very Hinited mili Lary
shille. Thesr inital pamng seems (o Dove been mfoemal and tosrk
ghout a vear, bemyg (VHE | HyEin ]1r:|.|1i-:':|| texis i French mther than
translations of archae Latin s, On the other hand mos ][-::-h]r.l:l:lh'l
brethrenatarms were trsined solduers befose they l"iI'I:II.'II. the: Chrder. In
Wik% E:-||'||l|.|:.|||1 sucd im Lth ceniury Western Europe: thiat. "% can make a
haorserman of a lad a |Il.t|‘H riv, bt afier thar never. He wlhoo stays 1 school
el thee agre of velve s B only o be a proest” Bur these was no prepudice
gzt lieeracy o the koighily class, as Al Philip de Bonne-Esperine
wrestee tor Conangt Philip of Flandess swound 1162 for many, chivaley does



not prechede learmng, nor does keowledge of leters moa mosal cangse
preclude chivaley”. [t i also worth oting that in the Genman prose
version of the Resanor of Paseelin, the hera's guardian seae him directly
From Tas nurses W oa monk whe wughe Lancelon woread aod swrioe,

Fromn the age of 12 the education of young warmiors focused on
vickingg, discipline, the wse of hince and shield, and an ability o eside
enemy Hows, Dunng the E2h cenmry the oourmament gnd jouseing
ceased o e aogenuine form of military exercise and becaone o sport.
Perhaps for this resson Hospicaller regulations only permited limimesd
practoe pousts in the presence of the Masoer, Hunting anyvithing other
than Hons, which were still a hazard in the Middle Exst, was also banned,
although by the 13th cenmry unauthorised hunting was only scen as a
minor offence. Crosshows could only be used against targeiss — in other
words in milituy raining —and there are plenty of references i knighis
using them.

The couched lance, frmly ucked beneath a cavaloyman’s arm and
used i Closw-packed somrois of horsemen, demanded considerable
discipline and unit cobesion. € also eniled the proper use of a shicld,
ag the Sang of Rolowd ssid: ‘Shiekds on their necks and with their
lances well ordered.” Such group training had the added advantage of
developing strong comradeship,. The couched lance not only added
weight, and thus penetration o @ thrsst, baot enabled o successful
cavalrviman o topple a foe from bis saddle or even overtheow both man
and horse, 3z the Sesg of Holead again eloquently put it “The girths are
bursi, the saddles swivel round,’

The lictle evidence which sumives from the medieval period tndicales
that swordsmanship was firmly asocited with the wse of the shield,
Avatilable literary and pictorial sources also have mileresting similarities
with traming manuvals from Brantine and Bslamic htemtere, Unlike the
“‘t‘nﬂ[‘“l,..‘lnl:l-‘ |;|.|,|1'1i'm,g of kmer centunes, medievl le'nrirlg relied on oo

Tha Hespitellar easila ai Balwoir
In Paleiting. A plan of castla.
B resansiruciisn of costhe.
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Besiovy Diede ko cope with the greater vadew of helmers, aemour amnd

opposng weapons, Thriss were usnallv aamed: an the opponent’s face,
e were directed agabns begs and leet, while defensive mirries wsesd hoth
swiord and sbield, Thiisis were abso considered morve effecive than cuns

Corusading wirfre was gnificantly more dangerous than knighily
coanbz in Wedern Enrope, and membersof Milizry Cheders would huave
I.':\.JH'n: pedl o osulber higher casualibes, [_1:|.|'li|.'||.|.|.| v numeroas Gcial
injuries from archery. The Hospivalless” leading military role alse mean
theat they |ost a grent many horses, Nevertheless, the idea that the heavily
armonred knights demtinated the batlelield i3 a owih,
Cavaley mlmost invariably needed the support ol "o imfanry,

even within
Eurerpae. €
bit men an hosehack, whether they were heavily armoured, lighter
canviliy. «
which !'EIL.L'-'I:|| a |||.|_il::-|' tode in the Crusader Suites.

Where the Military Oredirs were conderned @ tH:III.I.":-.LiR_:II oLl |b-|.*.1.';ill
with the brothers :I!l.l.l."l-l.ll"'l'il'lH' in their |'|||'.1:|11'|h with |||r|‘wh. |2r;1|::k afiimals
i Bivestock o |.l|:'l.r1-i1|-r.' feaond capn thee bl A iy Al they were widet
the command of the Marshal, bur would often be ransferred o the

o iounted infuacey did |.ru-:|l:l|:|.|||'|.|.|1. L 'I'||1. .|.I1.||:||H w fare

Confanonier as a raid serout, When Lwger armbes were on the move, the
Heospitallers and Templars often provided van and  rewcguards, the
Hospitallers being e the vearguard at the bade of Arsul during the
Thirg Crusade.

Mhe Bule of the Templas provides dewaibed information which s
lacking fov the Hospitallers, bu they ave likely wbave been very similar

Tha Groesks build thedr ships and
thar el sl o atteck Troy in g
mariuscengt ol tha Wiscke
Liniverawile by Willisn af Tyrs,
made in Acre sreund 1388, The
ships, and the way in which they
are Bull, reflect thase which
mairtainesd contact hetwesn the
Crunader Sntes and Wantarn
Euraps, [British Library, Me. Add.
158288, 1, 108y, Landan, England)
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Arma and armoes e 1230
(hae prlwln cosmmandary Tor full dalails)







[see plate commaninry Tor full dabsils)

vl Bhi cosls of arms of A maEbers o 1308
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Tha barmer of the Onder of ihe Hospits s St Jehn







Thiose simple late-12th or
parky:-13th coertury wall-paintings
ahensy Kndghily oppomnsnts @sing
lives and then fighiing with
sworda. [In situ, Churoh of AR
Balnds, Claveriyy, Shrapshire,
Fnmland sarthne's nhatrarnmhs]

When a Templo foce was poepdoing o march, for cxample, the
brother-knights asembded ahead with the squines following with the
bigggage. Onee they were veady to move; the sgquises rode abead with the
knights' weapons and spare horses, Secular sources indicate that the
raising of banoees wis taken as a signal foe a foree o move. Hospialler
stiatinies indicare they were wsually aecompanied by pricsis, probakly
from the Order bsell, thar there shogld be no Dndividoal lootieg and
that all Boory was wssembled collectvely, In hostile terrivory brother-
knights roale with their shickds, and when near o the eonemy they pat on
helmers. In friendly werrieor, however, the shiclds were carried by
squires of servantse Again, Templar sources are more detailed, For
example if a man winted o change positdon on the march he did so
downingd from the main body, so that be did not Kick dast into their
eves. In peacetime the men could water their horses at streams, bt in
enciy couniry they could only do so when the Gonfanonier signalled a
hale. If an alarm sounded, these closest shonld mount their hoeses, @ake
up their weapons and await orders while those further away should
miuster around the Master




Forfumnataly plasbar cakls wors
mascln of the supert aMigies in
Landan's Tamgple Church befors
Thary wiarn dlamdasged in the
Second Warkd War. TOP: the
wifigy of William Marshal thi
Wesuriggir ahsewi chiuaaea
ancurnd by @ narmes Ko tled Lece
or thang. BOTTOM: the sword,
weabbard and sword-Ball &n (ke
afigy of Oifart Marshal
[Victoria and ARart Buseumn,
Landon, Englansg; authar's
phedsgraphi

Similarly if an encampment was amacked, those searest the theea
hirried 1o Jt'|:|-:‘:'| the epemy, while the others miestered in the J:I:-&i:-l-’l-’!d!lll
lor orders. O CATpaign the '['L'|:|'||1'I:.1|:'h amni |:-|*1.'-.-|||:|:|:|.|r|'r thie ]lu.=~|a-il'.||]r.':e-:
erected their tents around such a lI'.]'I'.’IJ.Il:":E"H'Ill. Al |.'||||iE:||:|:|1.'||I was el
ingide their tears, and Servanis were semt L ﬁ:.u::ngt—: foit Arewood
and water, '.|.|1|'|1.l'|i!.]]'| []'l-:':- cotild o o ||-e1_1.'||:|-:] eardlol Dewd al-Thn
aHlsfahani described one skirmish berseen Saladin's reconnaissance
wmits and a crusader force from Saflurivah, adding the swange
observation that as the crusaders charged "The Templars were humming
like bees, the Hospitallers bellowing like the wind.

Large-scale training for batde did not exist during this period, but
barge forces did move in a co-ordinated manner, a5 described by the
Anglo-Morman chronicler Wace: "Those onn foon led the war, In serried
runks bearing bows, The knights rode close, protecting the archers from
Fehind. Those on horse and thoese on Foor, just as they had Begun, kepe
their order and the same pace, in close ranks and at a slow march, so
that no-one might overtake another, nor get too close nor e far apat.”
The similarity with 12th century Arab (though not Turkish) wactics is
astomishing, Great discipline was required of crnesader armics since
their tvcties nommeally left the initative o their Bslamic foes. Under such
circumstances the steadiness of the Military Orders must have been
invilluahle, According o Templar sources, no man could leave his
positien it the ranks once an army was arraved, nnless it was tootest his
horse and saddle, or 10 help a comrade in distress, If a man wanted o
speak 1o the master he had o go on foot and then retum oo his
place, perhaps because riding off on horseback might cause alarm.
O camparen the Military Checisrs cerainky operted in escohistles, or
squadrons. under nominated  leaders. They were smaller than a
COREITRA, IIHIIJ!_?JI Eler Eerum RREY biave referred o p Gwetical rather than
T renal anit, Fach emermey numbered betweesn 20 amd 40 men
il g b A on thiree mmks, while weveral s dmm i 1 I
formedd a badmalle ar oot befieldo divsion.

I o= E!lll!lﬁi|l|l' It crosshowines owercame the 1'.1“:-:E:||H|'x siry riale
Al L I|:|' loosame concentrbed l.|:-||e':|-'-: whin |ij_[|||_|'!. armmonrredd I=hymie
horse-archers came elose. 10 also seems clesr that o subsenilal
|H-:IEJI:-I|iIIII af infantey o the Cresader Seoes, meluding |'|l:'-~:||-1l'.|!5|.*|'
brothersergeants, were guite heavily armoured. The renswned
discipline of the Hospitallers made them less vulnemble w horse
arelers thian most Wesiorn ]"llll.:-F:-l.'.lll cavaley, |.*~:||-|'1'::|.||:|.' when they were
operating in close co-operation with disciplined inEntrymen.

e strvcture of a croseder ey u.|.|:. L]:l'.1:|,.:-e' Was more -:'l.uu].lh.':-.' thai
I'|'u|.:|'|| b Ihlm'rzlll. The Gonlaonia l:a-l.'j.;:tlli:-:.hﬂ 5-:-:3'.::L|'J|1||'|:i of SLArEs
withy spare war-horses whio could ride behingd the |u'-:.l|!]1r:|'-L||.i5_{|"|I:~ as ey
1]'|:|I:'|.l'-t'r.1. wiiile ot Aires with |:i.|.|i|'|;.:; horses remained elose o the
bumer. The II.L|'|.-'.I|'_lla-|1'.~i cotild alao |.||'.u;.'.'1.' b iz the Llliﬁlllh i Cose
they peeded suppore or rescue. Brother-sergeanis sometimes charged
with the knights or formed a supporting rank. It was important for the
horses o remain very close together, but the charge isell was probably
only at a wor, perhaps spurring into a canter just before impact. An
illconsidered charge might iself be hit in the fank or rear bt in the
milée or closecombar which followed @ sweeessfinl charge no man
shiould feave his position even i wownded,
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Both Christian and Islamic sources indicate that 11 was ditficnle o

Encck an armoured Western knight trom his saddie, Muosiim soldiers
were therefore trained to attack the Crusaders’ horses rather than their
riders. Abu Shama described the result ar the bartle of Hattin: A
Frankish knight, az long as his horse was in good condition, could not
ke knocked down, Covered with mail from head o foot, which made
harn lack like 3 hlock of tron, the mosi sviolent blows make no i|11'|:|1'\-e'xxi-: W
iK1 i, [1-u.1 ance hig buorae {1 ki.”q'-e:l.. thiis l-u:i'tglﬂ was throrwn and ke
5:-risl::-|1.-|-'r. ‘:"rl"«ﬂi!lll‘rlll:. ||I.I:HIHI'I SV -::r:-|||1I|:-r|. 1]I1"I11 ‘I_Fl_al.llk.i.'ih E:ll.'i.'l-'::II:iI!r!'il
|::-'_l.' thie l||1|'m=u|-e], there wore na lorses ;l::;lrllghl thie HE:u:-i]:-: whereas
l]“! hn!“’]]lﬂ Wl T 1]!1]11“'- l..ll‘lli'l' H-'.II.'I'I 'i:.lll.'lll'l"ll'ilill:luli".'l ik Wil i.lll;:l!:ll.lil.llt
:I.l::ll' |.1-rr||‘|r1_-r|.-u|'.-.a.|'|11ﬁ sl R I:l'l'\-lll::II:I:IH H'H“E!]"!H:I = IH‘.IH'E! |.|'I‘I' HIJ]'H\!:“:II:!
1I:I'I]:Il::lr|i].ﬂ|:'\l.' I:ilF !'itﬂll:l:l.ilul'l']J il I'JLI]:.-']:I'IE E:ll.hilﬂ.'l = ill:ll:t EIRTHALS 1'4'1”“.-].1"« ﬁ]dl!l'ﬂ-
Tt rl:!“’l:ll.u.ljih:ll!'l :"I-'I.'-i.li:l'lE_ Bigaw a man should rally v the banner of anotber
‘-:ll'lil.l."l.'.| 11T i:l:l.l:tL!I.!I]. all I}' {'.|||'i:1L'i:||:|. I.i"-'l:l:llﬂ']' :I[ ]1]5 1 1L I:.L'tl s

Siege warfare was equally impocant w the Hespitallers, According 1o
Abbot Guibert de Nogent, writing in the early 120h cennury, knights were
assigned o0 wooden stege towers o that they could fight stmilacky
welFarmowred opponents defending the walls opposite them, Lt wis,
honwever, a dangerows position as the beskeging knights were exposed 1o
archery, crosshow Are and javelins which could pieree armour ar shiort
range. When defending a foriification, a Hospitaller garrison emploved
soriies as was usial, though not necessarily by knights. During Saladin's
auwack on the Hospitaller castle of Belvoir, for example, there was a sortic
by 200 crosshowmen described as “skilled in moan@in warfare”. During
the Mamluks® final siege of Acre, both the Hospitallers and the Templars
made large-scale sortics against the encmy’s left and right flanks, though
with minimal success,

The Hospitallor castle at Krak
des Chevaliers in Syria.

A reconstrucilon ol castle.

B plan of cosile,




Fenthisilog, Guoen of i
Amazons, o lhestrated In @ copy
of Williasn of Tyre's Mistoine
Uakerselde. Quoen Pendhesiles
rides an armvoured Borse, bat the
Borse arenowr |s evore Micdls
Eastern than Europsan in design,
[Biblinthéque Mationale, Ms. Fr.
0125, 1. 141w, Paris, Franoch

The Hespitallers had enpwved considerable fresdom of action doring
the 15th century, with the right to make [ocal alliances and exploit
f'uEr'|||_|_!|u| raids, s well a5 internal Iskmic r|||;||'|'r|1 This wans |?.i||'|i-l'll|;l.|'|'l.'
trug along the borders of Antioch, Tripoli and Cilician Armenis. In e,
the seculur mbers of these Crosader States agresd too abide by troces
arramgedd by the Hospitillers, whereas the Hospiullers conld gmore
i es :|1¢'gn1i:-|w-ei Iwe the sermlar roders, In the l-:i1h|.;¢|:1rr| ral .[r-ruu]ﬂn the
"pi1|.i|:|.|'!.' Crpdders dicl nod hoee this freedom of acioon, bot this sotoenomy
eoviled lesicl trs rlrr:-hh:'u'.h. I:LIrillL: sernsacke af 123041, the Mushm milers
af Devrmsscus oo Coatros were it llrgmlﬂl'l'll.-.'l.dr. the ”-::us.]u1:1l||'rh wartted Lo
SLI[¥[ 0T Caris. bt the |'4-|r|[|1:|.|:q. wamibed o s e [vmaseus. The
|inx|:-i|.'||||;'1'$ Ty also bpve gxsomied the sime Preedom of 1|1!:|irh|11:|u-:'
action elsewhere, sometimes going agsinst papal polioy as o letter from
I'c:-r:-r- l'-rl*-_!_:ra-r:.' IX tor thie IIr:-'L]1i|:::||.|.|'r.\ 1288 meude clears “You are s
pshamed o pive aid against the Latins in horses and arms o Vasases
[the Byzantne Emperor John Duecas Vaseees]" This was dooe o retaen
For Banad and farmes,

The -e'|l|:||.'xl;i||r| ol whether or not the Crosacher SeEes should seek an
alliamee with the Moviged vaders of the Middle Ease was owwe sedious,
Eventually the Mongol ivasion wis rolled back by the Mamleks of
Egvpat, but the Hospataller casthe of Margal was tiken by the Mamluks in
retaliation for the help the Hospitallers bad given o their focs. An
plliance bevween the Hospitallers and the nuling dysasy of Cilician
Avmenia was also influenced by the Mongel question, pardcularly after
e Arimendains bscame e Mongols' enthosbaste allics, Towas even said
that in 1281 the Prior of Englind and other Hospitaller brethren-in-
armis Towght alongside King Hethoum of Cilician Arnoenia pnd  lis
Songaol allles against the Maimluks, though this s probably o myth,

Hospitaller castles served  the same functon s other Crosader
fomificatons. In the early days they were primarily o base for offensive




oprezrtions, although they also served s places ol
refuge. In the Laer vears, these eastles could o
plug am invaesaen poute, Bud they providesd defence
i alepth as thelr garrisons could threaren an
ivadder’s communicatons o supply lines. Many
of the most mpressive Hospitaller castles were
beevaated i rogrgeed, inawcessible areas whese ey
worre difficull w reach bor this did oo make
them bvuloerable, They miy have been diffical
to bombard with existing siege machines, i
Ladimmiis: armibes normally engoved a conslderalble
siperiority in infaney, and food soldiers could
havisa the defenders physically and morally by
repeated small asciils agains different sections
ol wall.

The psvchodogical aspects of medieval siege
winrbare  have rarelv been stouclied, b the
emplasis. which Moy Oeders aoch as the
Hospitallers purl upon eommunications suggests
that they were [ully aware of the feeling of
pselation  im garvisons. The  Hospitallers
uickly eopied the Muslims™ highly  developed
pigeon-postal svstem. A leter wiinen by Jacques. de Vieey dn 1217
explained how they were used when Krak des Chevaliers was threatened:
“When oo aceount of our fear of the pagans we would not darve Lo seand

ITERSEEETs, W il 1o sepnel |.'-i;|{1.'|'1-|'|-: r.':|.|'|.':.-5|:||.5 ol betters winder theis
“.:iIIHH- v sumirnon men of the city o ws' A Scottish saource dewribed how
i 1266 a ['IIJ-hIJi.Lﬂ”L'I raid won consaderalle l:m-e’tll:.' from ihe Manmloks:
Andd the brathess of the Huh[.ril'.d sent e the H-enril.ri1'.'|.| ‘|l|'|1.r |:t|.-'u.|.|1|u;.1|11:111
i Acre] thelr pigeon with a lewer concerning their deed.’ This message
Wil proemaliee, however, as the rmiders were amboshed on thewr way
home.

The Master of the Hospitallevs, Jean de Villiers, survived the @l
of Acre in 1291 and ecscaped to Cyprus, although he was severehy
wouliided, The Order’s headguarters was then re-established in Cyvpros
bat, following fears of & Mamluk naval invasion, the new Masier,
Cuillavme de Yillarer, waneed o mose all the way back o Provenoe in
sovthern France, He was disuaded, however, and a new  hospial
was, built for pilgrims ar Limassol in Cvprus and the sland isell was
comsiderad. 5" a base for any fumre Cresades. Unformumately Cyprus
was nid Tecrile enough and lacked suflicient good harbars; even the
Hospirallers Tl oo lew propentics on the island oo foance the Forces
stationed there. For a time Cilicia scemed o offer an alicmmative, bul
it was repcusd as ansuitable wnd weo volnerable. Transferming the
Hospitaller headguarners o Byzantne  termitory wis . policdcally
impossible — unless, of couwrse, the Hospitillers seized some Byzantine
territody for themsehves, One thing was now clear, Consading warfare
against the Mamluks would henceforth be primarily naval. So thic
Hospitallers limited their numbers in Cypros and concentrated on
buibding wp their fleet. In 15306 the Pope gave the Ornder a licenoe o oarm
itz ships, which the Eimg of Cypiros Bisd so e refosed, and that same year
the Hospitaller invasion of Byeantine Bhodes began.

In anothier copy of ik Hésdoire
Lhriversadle by Willlssn of Tyre a
feam of unannowned men
propars te pull the fspes on an
warly form of masn -powsned
stone-threesng manganel
[MLE. Balykow-EBhehredrin
State Liberary, Ms. Fr wILS,

5t Petorshurg, Russial
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Medioval armies, ke thaosa of
mepderm times, were dependent
upon their supply traine. The
kaden paok horse sesn here s
e refigquesry of a =alnt on 1§s
spocial baggage saddio, dn situ
wost door of Abbey, Casawria,
Italy: awthor's phoiographl

SUPPORT SERVICES

There was onbv minimal manubeciere of militay -e'l:||.|i'|r|:|:||.'|::|! in e

Crusader States, s the Hospitallers brought matériel from Western
Europe and were often exempt from the Gxes imposed on those
exporting armaments, Siege machinery was made locally, however,
and Hospialler castles often had stone-throwing mangonels in thebs
arsenals, How  the materials were purchased, and haow specialise
opreratives were recruited remains unkoown, bt the Hospitallers were
clearly capable of sending a substaniial sege wain on major espeditons,

Horses were similacly in grest dermand, the First Crusade having
rebuilt its devastated supply from local stecks an the beginning of the
12th century, Horses were genecally cheaper in southern Europe than in
the Middle East, Throoghoo the Crusader period the cost of an
ordinary warhorse was around the same a3 12 head of catle. Ordinary
riding horses were cheaper still, and packhorses even more so. Recent
archasolopical evidence from Western Europe indicates a remarkable
ramge 0 the siee of horses used in the Mkl le .'I.Erh [rostn animals
comparable fo Shetland ponies w horses s large as 16 hands

The |!-:'.~:|ri|.'||le':|x ratgee] some khoraes on their osm farms, bar maost
horses and mules sl bad o be shipped [rom Sicily o the Crosader
States in gread muarn by -::I'.l::u:ag thie | %5th cennme Brothers-in-arnes of the
Military Owelers eould not choose their own mounts, although thes
crvnled resqreest a0 ||-|||3_l||' if thew Found themasebes with a '|J-IIJ]I:'t. LV
ar thrower'. {n CHAILpEIEN such woiblesome horses werne retiurned 1o
the supply trman. A regulation issued between 1287 and 120 by the
commander of Oy [ snd that all horses had o be -.'|i|1-||1'!| ‘in
accordance with custom”, but forther details are not known,

[he Hospitallers had only a Few transport ships of their own in the
1% h cepmiry. By the 12%0s they were based ar Marseilles where the
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Order also had @ convent which dealt with merebants seha teackied o the
east. The Hospitallers’ Commanider of Ships was probably based a
Murseilles from the mid-13th century, being responsible for the
comstruction and fitting owt of vessels, His man sk was to ship maerial
cast, and the hh]l_‘lﬁ ustally made wo passages each vear in spring and
HLEumn, 5.|||||1ﬁ in CORTIVETY, The Comminder ul’ '1-|:ll|_:l5 was also
:'l:r.]:mnt:ii:lll: frir 1H*r]'ing thes bristhers ab sea, I'J!ull.gll a4 BerEean-al-arms
was in charge of the aciual provisions, and a commander of brothers
|:v|_11'|'|rr|;|:|:r|n|;| ||1t' men whitle ot e He dlso had sothorite over thie
commander ol the <h i;.‘lﬂ.

The numbers of people which soch ships could carry sometimes
seems astonishing, but the evidence is guite consistent. During the
13th cenwmry it seems w have been commaon for 450 pilgrims e sail
aboard an ordinary ransport ship; nor were the fares particulardy
expensive, The 1,000 woeps who crowded ahoard the langest transports
during the Fourth Crusade might be o special oise, but a quarter of
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A century eariver,

i Venelan frinspsart '-.||||| s eceed almosd 15040

refugees ahoard i an emergency. When Acre fell in 1290 mose ol those
wher eseaped seem o have been taken by small coaaal vessels o lrger
vesiels oflshore or directly g Ceprus, aned the Hospiallers playved o
leading rode 0 organing this evacuation.

[Tae ]l-.:--'||'.l.l.||-e'|r:' Frs WIbemips ot puval weifare were on & small seabe
Hil, when Acre lell, some

e |'-:l|:.-|"*~ direct orders. By 1M the |.:|-'l.~\.|:-il'.'|]]|.'|'= heaed 1en H.I.”L"-h beasil

anel i 1t I!l’“\-']i:'.IHfl L;::||1:'w were senl easl on
in A Yprus amdd they i-'.-i||1'l| |l.':|:||.|.:-|.|| amd |::'|Fll'i1l'| vrssels in |:1i1|i.u;.: this
F.I.;;'-'.lli..l.ll andd Syrian coass: They also tred oo polioe the rade besween
Tealy and Mamluk Egvpt, a large part of this haoang been declaned 'illegal’

ADDYE The extensive but
wndscorated chambers on the
morth side of the hugs
Hospitaller casile of Frak dos
Chovaliers may hawe boon weed
a= harracks, (iathor's
photograph]

LEFT Qucasdonally meediessl
carvings show srmourod moen
wearing civillam hats, as was also
suggesied In some of the writhen
souwrons, Thie lttle oorb-sl dates
from the lake 124k or sarly

f4th century amd porfrays & man
with a mall colf plus 2 large hat,
[Im situ charch, Dueres, Suffalk,
England; suthosr's phategragh)



AOOYE The sastern slde of the
parly Hoaprtaller castio of
Baddr, overlooking the deep
dowdan vallep. & small arch near
the contrg of this picture was the
main antrance.

IAAhars phobograph)

AIGHT Thiw eardy islamic khan
Rar merchanis n A wns
Insorperated info a hugs
complax of Buildings farming the
Hedgitallers' heagital or haspics,
handguiriorm and effices n tha
12ih end 130h candiadan,

. Goldmarn photograph]

bw thie F‘r||1|. it thee nseen] posver of th II|:-:|:-|I.|I.|'| %, [t |||||=.||-: Ciyparesls

anl ||:|;-.|I nl-'.|:-- reankanedd B less thae that of Ceenoa or verce ol the

praacke dm stealegie poodls sach as iember aned wesaponey contimeed,

EVERYDAY LIFE

Ihe everyday Life of the Hespialers sas governed by their Bule shich
was basically thar of 2 monastic order, Owside their comvenneal life,

however, |:I|n|'_|i|.|_||._-|:-.. had more ||.".|||:'.'.:*~ with the secular world than

g : : ; i
most monks. They ot only l.l|||:.-.|.|;,'1||l.'l| s the enemies of the
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Crusader States, but alo supervized the ceefic (Goms)oaed other
coonemic assets which were the Onder's powertsise, This imvelved
them in complex business ransactions, banking, tade, leng=listance
comumumications and a sobstantal bureancricy,

The iden that the Hospitallers Jved in castles is also misleading. In
thie shrinking Crusader States, few fived on raral foems and more were
biased i flourishing coastal cities which bad Targely regiimed the Iskamic
or Middle Exstern character they scoquived before the arvival of the Firs
Crusade, French woubl have been the most common angiege amongs
the Crosader elite. though [alian was widespread amongst the
mierchaent miickd le class; Greek, Armeensan and Arabvic were spoken by the
indigenous Christian popukation,

In Jerusalem the Hespitatlers™ convental baldings and mfirmary
o hospital were south of the Hody Sepulehre, The main church Dad
previonssy been Greek Ovthodos amd the convenneal Buildings clustered
aroianed 1, while the I'tl_Lgl-' hl:n]:lul.al anil hl:l:.]rir.h Fust [pracar piigl‘ir‘u.ﬂ e
fuarther south, Thie Hospitallers also haad @ Bege house in Acve to which a
hrn-:pit;l] vwan s leled |r:|.' [l i Ftil.l!:l“‘.i:l:l“‘ thae e ||I:'JErI|:;1.|E|'|:|. in 11&7 @l
thie tranafer of the Order's ]!l!'-l.tlrlll:.ll‘l.l'!':l'!ll I Aere, theee were gl'-E'.:I.Ll._i_.'
enlanged. They stord in the centre of the city, but laer the beotbers'
convent was moved o the subard of Moot where icwas generally
knowant as the gecderge, I included comminal dormitortes and individual
cells. The hospice for poor pilgrims was given a all forfed wwer. It
stoncd near the city wall, sepacded rom the foribed Palace ol the
Mlaster '|:|n:r' H] r\u:.1|:‘|- Thie Ea-:ﬂal::ﬂ waes s Toree af adminstvative allices &nd
conventual buildings, though the Oeder probably wsed pact of their
Fontafied hesddepraarters as a pruson For disordecly beothers, A grear deal of
the Hoapitalles comples i Acre survives to this day, including what was
prabably the refectmy with theee chimmeys and a kivchen pest dooe, The
original strueture probabildy also frcludled ihe hesspice o inn for pilgrims
anl mewly arcived broahers, plus a chosel and the domas inframerem, o
Twsspritaal don thve tnodern sense.,

Hospitallers” infivmarics were pemarkable instiiutions, that in
Jernusalem being a large and beaniful bullding, over 75 mcwes long,
40 mewres wide, with @l arches. It could alse accommoedate up 1o
100 parkernis. In e the Hospitaller ospical in ferisalem was so widely
respected that, when be liberated Jemosalen, Siladin illowed the Order

Although madical scleroe i
Wastern Europs wirk o
bsckward than im tha lamie
wiorld, i Europaans ware ol
us prinithve as once thought,
This teallbook lar sufgeons Wi
Iraried upan l@ciune noies Trom
the imsedizal schoed of Balbimne.
Abpiee, kalt: uslmy forcenn 1o
fatten the Darbs of &n amow
llers roenoving it

Abava, Fight: stitehing o wound
cacsed by an edgoed woapom.
[Saiide of Arexes's Chirungis)




din faclates fowesr calind the Burg
al-Sabd akande within @ few
Funsired yards af the
Mudferransan cansl soulh of the
buigs Heagitallor coatie of
Mamab, Hare Houpitalbsr guards
Iosuisisdd Noiks om peswing
marchanks. [Auvihar's pholograph)

LEFT A wall painting of sainis
fram tho chapsl i e
Hospitalier casthe of Marngab
dadirg from the lale 120 s sarly
13 centuries. [Hestorkeal
Muscum; Taries, Syrial

a full vear to ||d'.i||H s work o an orderly elose and teamafer those
patkents who were o sick o be moved immedianehy.

The Hospitaller domes isfirmesriemn in Acve was also called the Palais des
Malades. Tt remains siill sand and consst of s |Ju|".:|||.1| hialls I.h].IEII.i.IIE,
oo sanlit cosrraend. The basbe structire wis, i Bict, the nontbern par
al @ 1:!]':[:1’.‘ Islarnic drn or merchant's “moeel’ fl.lljl:ll.: [roan the [Odh-111h
century to which the Hospiallers added [ucrther Doors. Another
Hospitaller hospital existed at Mont Pélerin where excavitions uncovered
o pdjacent churches with ashared passige within the wall. Mo building
cotdld be identified ms the domies infirmerwes so this may have been upstaies,
over the twin chapels and reaclhved by the passage and stiirs.,

The conventual life of the Hospitallers was governed by o Rule
n:uupilt'd by the second Master, Baymond de Puy, and was based wpon
poverty, chasting obedicnce, cating and sleeping communally. A daily
roufing revolved around the monasic doresfem or “hours’, all brothers
attending religions services, Many brothers were illiterate and so were
exprected merely wo listen and sy fadernasters (the Lord’s Praver in Latin)
foor each section of the religious day, Brothers away on basiness or ag war
were similarly expected (0 say @ vertain number of petenosters. Each
basather also had o attend Holy Communion at least thiree times a year
at Clirestoas, Easter and Pentecost, Pravers Tor the sick were recited
every evening by Hospitaller brotherchaplaing or priesis from outside
theis Owreber.

The brethren went o beed after the service of Compline and rose for
thee servace of Mating. They bewd e e sthent e the dommitories, were
forbidden o sheep naked desploe the Middle Easiern bear, oor could
thiey share beds In cold winiers, while a cinadle was alwass burniog in the
dormitory. By the 1170k these miles were changed for senbor men whao
soon acijuired thelr own private rooms o cefls

Earing was supposedly comrmumal, thowgh some men again obaained
the right oo car alone in their cells. Maost monks were prohibited Trom
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LEFT the so-ocalled Grypt of

St John waon the refectory of the
Hozpitnllers” Central Convert in

Bugrs, [Bersel Fress Informadion
Cfflce photograph) HIGHT a
carved theurs-de-lys In this
redesotory méght refbeot the fact
thiat Lowls VIF of Francs ofiered
o pay Tor the bullding while ho
was in Aore. (I, Goldman
photograph]

cating the meat of fourdooted animals and at first this apphied o the
Hospitallers, b the mle was gracually relaxed, parmiculardy when
birtheErs were o l.-.||'|'|,.1.li:ﬂ| and needed k|'|'|:| Li[R LEsEtr '\II'I'rI!_’.'||I.
Fheere was o similar increase in the alfowanoe of “pittnces of exira Tood
snd drink under cerain circumstances, The fasts which the Hospitallers
obscrved were less than those endured by ordimary momks, and mos
were in winter rather than the summer campaigning season, In fac
there was concern o stop over-cnthusiasic brothers fasting oo much as
this could undermine militery  efectiveness, Fven the role gons
r,,}.i;u'.q while eating wiks minTe lesmient ow r'.;||1'|:'.'|uij_5|| Mo was il alwass
mshever], as there were complaints absomi |'|:-1'.'|!!. brailiers Ir-c';|1|1||=' SEYANLS
whi h|'|:-||:._-;||| thie foareel, oo ||.g'||i|15_{ thierm with [1i4-|;r'-: et bresaicd

Iy thie eves of their |'|I-|'|||_-I11|||'||':I|'i:"'.. the 1[r|'-.|1|r::|tI1'|'= b= et wiell.
Kby syere suoromioaeesd fo thes refeciory |I:..' a4 bell twee 5 day, each meal
stz b i'..:._r |'|-.|:-~.'|||i|||_:~. — the seeord v For those o el ||||:|:|.|.|_l. e
farst. In 12005 the first meal was bedore the relimops serace of Mones, thie
second abter N CR[IETH el mes warse was drank abter L ||||||I:||.|'. 1 e '\-I.I.|I-|I.'
cliet corsasted of conked miesats, heh s, e simned wirse = el this had
o b gl enoongh o be Cstomaehed’, Inopeeriods of abstnemnc '.|||:':| e U1
LLTER 1T T Iow Lesri |I"|-3. drnk o mulk and there were no (S SRl TET
o Fridow, Sach rules wers reloxed ai sen and  ackchibomcil [t
|-~.|_:-|~:"-.:||'.' il wineE, Bese e mmore Cornan -e|1|:'|||._q thie | %ehy cominry. Adter
w rmeal the brethren rose and went (o Sy grace m ihe choareh.

I ‘Western |'1|1-'-|H' ihear work |.||*g|_'|1' revedved  aronnd B g,
charitwble or medical duttes, bot o the Middle East muilitar LR HTIRTTS
T |h._|'lnl-:. sk up much ol the braothers remaining tme sl wens sty



Later
evidenee suggess that only thvee dayvs a week were dedicaied womilicary

carricd oue in the alicrnoon, probably because of the hean

cxerclaes such as gymmastics, wresding, assored deill, exercises in anns
Oniher evidence about asility aining s
neigative and indicared what a broaher-in-grms was not permicied o do,
tamiely hunting, Bewking and waking pact in wormamenes, A forthe
sgatiie banned the carrving or drawing of the areus de fwedes, o pelle-
bong, in town. Mor were mien albvved o gallop thcir Tioeses
ordered o do so by their bailli,

Ihe mainenance of discipline wis central @ the Order’s existence
However, accusations that a brother had broken the Bole could only be
made belore a chapter or council meeting. I a brother complained
publichy before privately telling another of kis enror, or if be denounoed
a brother ouiside the chapler. e himeselt could be subject to the same
punmishment as the ‘slindered” man,
aften [:l'n]ﬁl]qf‘ri sYRLET ol intermal i::-;lire' Omee an imddpadus) deciced

and crpssbow  shicoting.

Lriless

The result was a |:'r'-||'|'|1'I||'.:|11'eI and

tr make a complaint the legal system became yvery formal and the
rJ_-r.-|1Ir'||'|_|; Fugear! ransisied] of thres JErts: a Fosrrmzal l,'n'.-u'l.-n'_ the hearinge of
evidenoe, and the decision h:.'rh:_li:.rm A foaerth stage conld be an '.1]:||:||.*:|.|
trx hrher :|1||||-e|r:r:.'. Witneses were imterrapgated inihe prrassende ol ksth
|_|:.|ni¢'~:. aned |'|:'=:||.|Ii||!_r. E:-IIIIi1|'|1I:I.|‘rIrH were  sirmilar i thevee ofF ol
religiones orders, Dhe maost lessent was to be denped coaked Tood ar wine
which could he ymposed by o commuomity without recourse e oa bull
chapter In Syria it was imposed o misdemeanoors such as mishehaving
at mesils, laxiness or Iu-mp' dmumle-rl:.' i the sl Mext camie aosenes

ol IIE':I1::IF:H.'I"'\-|. :"-IIITH' RETHCRLLS Wik TE ||I.I' .'a-l'll.lull'n'u'n'.lu"' O SE%vers II.:I.".'\ III\.:I!':L -::-f h;hl::ill
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Wi Majaks jeina 1B Jordan
nlley ba Beilidvid 1o Hava Bbni
part of & meadioval swegar
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aricd qrarTRieine, W1 dlavs loss of habat’, whitle the micst serious |_|r'|1;1"|:'.
wits expulsion froom the Ohrger
The mast imporant of the Hospitallers” non=mifitacy dotiss wers

tending the sick and imjured
fade was enitled;

i I._||*;=__r_-|_- seectionm of thie Order’'s CA French
‘Concerninge oo for the sick and doctors and
the el yia R EETTANY sl th _'.::Ll.l-:'n:' ol the sick m _i-:'|'||~::|I1'||| Fe=ra= the
orranisaion ol the abrmeram was dhifferent frome that in the mose
r'-||11:['-|4'~: 'I'ur'u'-.||||::|l'-; ol £l Bsbarmic anel Bveantine svorlds, Wards in ghe
Palaice of the Sck were e ebiocicded s '-'||:'r":|li~;|'|I seerhans,  fin
|:-*-:.|1:!|:-Ie' Hinvever, the (Ad French FRnde Spe e 1n dletanl how the
Besspatal's moacomee shoobd beowsed, imebuding the paireioees of albmcruds
tor the ack 2t Easter amc a1 the Feast of the Holy Cross, The Role
sirmifarly I."w.'ll]:l.““'ll the admessions [rrieedine, Leowin ezichy mew JrLRETLL Wik
allocaied 1w sppee i sergeant, and o @ neweomen £ possessing wers
plicee] 1m sk keepamgr, along vatls the ilaily eosutines of siafl :I.III|.'|I:-.|:II'II.lH.

Surgeons were regrrcled o Jorveriaca |a-|'.|-:'l:||'.|| mien sel slightly apeart
from the bigher siatws physiciaons, the Seoro whe dealt with dier, berdsal
aned et s thie anoslvsis ol o EJI'-':II'II.'.I"- LFIe, B il -:-|a-c'|'.|l1'||
frst-and stations near i seene of battle. The woubded were then |a-|-:ll.:L;:I|:
bk 1o rL'IthLl|t'11L. on the Brotle L||1p||l~' horses i ||I|I||i||;.,'|I clse wWas
avatlzable. In the ||||.~\+:-i|.|.| they were preated s E:-l.l-..-ui-e:..uw. AP ECOIS

and blooddetters. For example, after the batile of Monigisacd in 1177,

HECOWE The makkdieg Hokpilnlles
cawtin of Krik des Chavallers
laaming cwes A wilal padis linkeng
e Madibarraraain 1 e Syrian
intmries. fhuthess phelesyraph]

OPPOSITE Tha battls af Gaas in
1239 wae @ major blow 1o the
Cnmader Staden and sent shock
wrarwes acroes Wekhern Europs,
Hare, the shiskia of three leaders
mre shown upsikle dewn along
with the simsilacly wpiurmed
tharnees af the Hedgitnllars [lafh
and Tarmplars |rightl. [Fisroa
Argiarurm, British Library, Ma.
P, 1,CHINL 1130w, Landsn,
Englast}
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Pravene

T80 wommded men were taken we the hospital which alveady conaned
0 sick people.

The dociors were not themselves members of 1the Hospiialler Order,
o 1182 the hospital in Jerusalem veguired four doctors capalle of
examiming  unne, diagnosng . discases and  prescriling medicines.
[erisatem ud become a renowined  medical centre, with phyvsicians
coming  from Earope and  the Middle East oo owork there, Many
disapproved of cmplwing oon-Chirisian docoors or of usiog wdvanced
MEddle Easvern medical knowledge and therve was clear rivaley between
phsicians of different faiths, Bor whatever their background, physicians
and surgeons who wanted 1o praciize in the Crusader States had 1o pas
a verkl exanination,

Less is known about those who served as nurses, Acoording o the Chd
Fropch Hule there were 12 sergeants o each wand, their datics being 1o
miake the beds, keep them clean and o help the sick or injured o the
tilet, Twio brothers were similardy on doty each night, Sisters of the
Hospitaller Order may have helped end the sick in the eardy davs,
although this is unlikely, and in lawr years Hospitaller gsiers bed an
enclosed, conemplative life, The women whe did work in the hospial
were probably paid servants of the Ceder, Female patients were clearly
irewted in Hospitadler hospitals and were mendoned in the very early
Anglo-Morman version of the Ewle, where it was speeified that new-born
habies should sleep in ootz separate from their mothers

When the brothers fell sick they werg excused ordinary duties and
tasts, bt ot punishment, The master could give penmission for aged or
infirm brethrendn-arms to hand in their military equipment. while
these who became lepers had w live separaely with fellow sufferers,
wlthough they were still fed and clothed by the Order, A brother also
had o get permision before being bled for medical reasons as this
camsed temporary weakness, The most sick were moved o a convenmal
infirmary which was separate from the conventual buildings, but close wo
the church, A man's bed and weaponry would be taken o che infirmary
whiere he confessed his sins, stated whether he was a debtor or creditor,
ar had ||-:'|~'.'l|:'m.i-:1||.h il beps wvm, An inventory af his gq'u:u;l;. was made, he
Wik Ve the sacrsments and handed over ANy kn.':.:q. af altiee o his |a-|'i|:'||'
Odppces 1o the informary o |_|:;1:|iﬂ11 wiais  lorbedoden o pl.n.' ches, read
FIIRGENLCES o 5t |11'-:'|h|.t:-ili,'1| fnod, Nevertheless a xpw:i:_:l releciory wis
albeched w the inlrmry, SECVITIE i widder choce ol Foeod and o betier
Wi,

Complex regulations governed what happened when @ brother of
the Ohcler died, 1o the lage 120h centunry the boddy was b oon Beefore
basrkal amd the Mag of the Chder was draped over the bier which,
surrounded by candbes, was watched over while priests chanted psalms
Adver 1278 hoothiers were Docied i thesir mgmbes and ail brodhers had o
attend the service nnless vadered elewhere, Each year the anniversiy
aof a brother™s death was commmemaorated o s convents calendar, The
Hiele also staned] thar M) meadses shiould he sid for each el brother,
while priests read from the Psalier as Ty brothers said 150 paferreriers In
the Cenmral Convent in Jerusalem five priests similarly resid the Psalver
every evening for the souls of the Order's benefactors. Om the first
Sunday in Lent a solemn requiem mass was also eondoeted Bse the souls
of deceased Masters and brethren.
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COLOUR PLATE COMMENTARY

A KEMIGHT AND SERGEANT UNIFORMS

1: Bragher-in-grmns, .1 1600 i additicen b an undasorated inon
Pl ard A mail coil, e brother-at-anme & proiectied Doy &
mall hackerk. His monk’s Back cappa has g simgle onoss
geam o the reasl. His larps leathes-covensd woaden shiakd
is undecorated except dor & palnted cross, B85 15 his
awond, scabband and horsa-hamess. This was the idaal of
‘eimpicity’ which the Hospitallars attampried bo mairdsn for
sevarsl cenLnes.

2 Brother gergeant-al-anms, 12500 Apart from some
roEeTIEaion in ME anms and anmouE, e man changs in
this man's agpearancs s iha abardonment of a8 cappa for a
black sumcost, Tha cmss on tha surcoat s efso of e
aghd-peinted type which bacema g Hospéaller's badpa. Hs
aTIRN Consists of an early cervelliBna halmaed warn benaath
@ mall colf, 8 haukerk with ora Integral methen, a quitted
gambeson banaath this havberk, and mail chaissas on hes
lege. He hoids a brothar knight's horsa which s covered By o
qiiited caparison wilh & chamfron o probect ks heed. Ther
|5 ate @ sl haralde escuSchanm on s saddia, which wes
milcrvad A1 This fima,

I Brother knight-at-armes, o 1275, By the 1270s the Pops
panTetted Hospitallers to use different colowed surcoals to
distinguish brother-knighi=s from brother-sergeants. Shown
hara is a guilied wersion with shori slaaves, probably known
ees & jupell, To suppart his almoss flat-topoed greai-heim, he
has & mather arming cap with o padded squab around the
Ebrows. Tha mittens of his mail hauberk are thraown Back o his
wrists ha has a modarn form of Buckled sword-Sall a0d inan
paleyns ang sftached 1o guited cuisses io probect his knees.

4 Brodtear knight-at-gemms, o 1306, The red sureoat ar partially
padded jupon was now worn by ol Hospitalker brethren-al-
amms, There is also a sbrongly Hefien infuence in this man's
armoir, ranging from his one-pieca, deep-brirmmead war-hat
to the jupon dsed, the dagper hung fam bis bell, and ©e
hardened leather greses over the mail chaussss on his g,
He also wears an usnial fomm of fabic-covemsd scala
cuiness pius companabie gauntisis. Thase ara bassed on an
effigy ol a rorbem lalian knighl who is beiewsd 10 have
baen a member af a Militany Onder

B: TREATING WOUNDED IN THE HOSPITAL,

EARLY 12TH CENTURY

The wards af the domes mlirmorem mJerusalam could get
croraded after a it whean injunsd men wookl e acded 10 tha
long-term sick aready there. Yol (e number of phyvsicians.
sirpgecrs and Hespitaker rofiersapaants on duly emaned
small Thers weould, however, hawe Deen a miger number
ol paid serarils, and in e of Grigis ofher Drothas would
presumably have helped. The methodss wed to treal
war-rjuries in the 121h century ana dlustratad in a8 numer of
sometires graphic maruscipl iBusirations, 8s mconsinacied
Frars.

C: ARMS AND ARMOUR C.1140
This knight wears a one-pieca ron babred (1], thad has Rather

chin-straps (2] and n nasal made fom a saparate piece of
iron {3). Bonaath the balmat 15 a1 paddad madl coff. His
outermest layer @ broad and loose-fitting monk's cappas of
black clpth, nas a very largs hood, and = tapered with 2 whits
coed weorn around tha waist. Koba also how tha loft side of She
cappd has been gathaned up over the swond and scabbard
=2 that the weapan can ba drawn, Bereath ihis b= wears
a mal haubark (4], i ot tha front and back, with long hams
and broad untalored slprves, Undar the houters, mosthy
hidden from viow, is a sifff, guilled aketon {5, whoss
haifdengh sleeves woud bulge’ the shape of the black
cappa around the albaws. Benesth the akeion he waars
A long, white linen tures. Cn his fest are soft leather shoes
6}, und=r which are cotton hose. Attached 1o his feet am
plain ion spurs (7).

The hauberk is shown bud out (€], with an mbegrsd mail
oo (H. The mail wentail (9), & fag veesd to protect the
lawer face and chin, & shawn hanging open and “urilied’.
The interior ol the lamsly unlined coil = also shoen, 1ogEthar
with the liren-covered padding n ihe skufl (10} Mote the
=it n the lef sida of lhs hauberk for e Swoed bl (11},
and how the hems are splt &l e ol and beck 1o
Taclitsle movesmanl. The padded aebon B alss shoan laid
flal (5. U has |lsather edgng amund the sleves, neck
ard Pam [12]: it has varical atitching n doublad mowa; and
hiovizontal stitching in single rowe. It hes & recianguiar nech
opening, ard 8 mctanguiar it o the fond and back ol the
hem Mote ales rthal af the armpss @ fas an unquilbed
fisat 131

He carfss an ron-headed spear (14), which has a glain
wooden haft aleo shown 8 8 detall of the cross-saction aof
iha head (15, Hig sword (16) ham a leather-covernsd wogden
grig (18a), and an urdecorated, diss-shapad iren pommeal
1By and quiliers (16c) I has & gold croes Inlaid inthe biads
{16E, and a Tuler-grooye dawn 1ha Dlacs, which can e saen
mara claarty inihe cross-geciion desall [16e

Tha scabbard (1 7 & made of wood and covanad in leather,
wih B copper chape at the base (18L & detai of which
shown (19), 1 is atleched by & knobied leather swond-ball.
Ty dedaits of the fop of the scebbard ara showr: the first
#ows tha lagther sieave around which the balt Saces ar
siraps are ted 0, and 1he second shows the rear of this,
wih the straps attached (21}

He ales bears a sheald. This = of ssooden construchon and
covarad in leathar weth an iron boss in e middle on i
frr, Thie intesior of the shisld with its verical *kea!” shape is
ghown [22]. It hes a laather guigs with an ron bockle (23] far
BaCLNng i across tha showlder and chast, o leather covered
padded squat [24), ard hand straps (285 these ane secured
with rivets and rings (28}, Ao shown & a section thraugh ks
cenire of the shisld (27

D: DEFENDING PILGRIMS C.1150

The Hospiallers wane crealed o care 1or 8803 or njurad
plgrirme in the Holy Land, but they wer oon Invalved in
prolectingg those who wanted to el solatad oF dangerous
ghrines, The theeal came ot only om bandiz Bul ngm
sami-olicial rakders at & lime whan tha tontiers of 1ha
Crusader Stales remained vnarabls. Ham a goue of
pigims have baen embished by reders fom the solaed
Fatimid Egvptian garison at Ascalon which finady fell to tha
Rimgodoen of Jenegkem in 1153,



E: CLOTHING ALLOCATION ACCORDING TO THE
HOSPITALLER STATUTE OF 1206

1z 'Whine fnen or colion broeches dx 3 pairse

= Wh lnen or cotton shirt (3}

= Lireen cotin dx 30,

= Whito hase (x 2 pairs, cna linon, cne wacl)
Cottan coif (x 11.
While cap, pabably of fait {« 1),
Black woallen geemache and hoad (= 1)

= Black woallan mantles lined wilh Iue Tor wismbes |2 15,
Btk woalien mantke, unlinsd lor Ssurmmer (2 14

: White liman badging sheaiz (x 4]

: Linen By fror Bedding ix 1)

s

— Ch i B ed b e £

— i

F: CARAVAN RAID C.1250

Tha Haspitéllers il anly provided OES axpamizs il
Crussder farces [auncihed & raid againal neighbounng Islamic
temitory They alse provided aome of the most decplimed
units. The eguldions which govemed e bahaviow of
orethran-al-amns on aclive service wana highty deteiled and
snecified when men could dank o waler their Roraes. Herg
a umit of HospilaBers b= on a rald, bul ey are having iroubla
mssnianing discipling amongat ron-Hospitaller troops and
Eurdpaan Gnagaders, some ol the latier having brokan ranks
1o drirk &1 & sprng

G ARMS AND ARMOUR C.1230

Thea Enigt wesrs 8 Tused won REiME. with 3 fece-mask
rivedad 10 the front, Maxt 10 this & shown the quithed Inan coif
], whish wias wam under A sepamte mall coif (2 tha mail
ooif hes lather sdging around face, and the mal wantail s
shoren laced &1 The lef tampha, Note the rectengular loear
gitling of the ooif. On top of the mal oolf i a padded leathar

sguad Tar e belmed §33, and alsn worm is a isather
beow-Dand tiad at 1 Dack of the head (4], Tha heimed = also
shovn I Trcel v (50

Hiz oilar lyer 128 haayy waollan capsa, with a langs hood
ared broad, g seeves; thane e nd S00E inths ham Gareen
bex e Traevl f Chis = the e siyka of crpas, and Bied around
e witial is a whita mops, The long Elecvan of tha cappa ore
partislly roded Dach.

Baneall e cagpa ha wears & lnen ocovered, guilied.
glaeralons Qaendiescn B Tha collor = secunad by woooen
bukters and leathar Ipops. & narnow baather beit with an ion
buackla 1Bpers it b 1he Doy

Baneath this e waars a long-shaaued mal haubork [T weiib
imtegral mittens (E) oot o cof, At the front of the neck 1s an
oveflapping ogening for added protection, The mitlens have
a aoft laafher palm, which ame slit skoways. Maota also the
lmzan for tightaning tha wrsts of tha hauberk, thess wame
probebly attached pammanantly, Lindor the hauberk be wears
a quilted cotton covered akeion S

Hi= lage ans protectsd on tha front by mal chawssas (10,
wapt up by & knothed Eather suspendar 10 a narmo leather
pelf proung thi waist, On his doct, inside the chousses, ams
Eaather shoas [11), Around his middio leg are plain soft leather
quited ouisses (12 theso ane pced eround 1he upper and
fower edpes, Beneath the chausses ore linen hosa (13) kepd
up by leathar laces, and wrder these he wears colbon
treeches [14), with 2 drawsiring amound Hhe waist.

Crie ¢ his weapons = o single-sdped  foussar-typs
weapon (15 with a wooden grp. This is alse shown in an

BELOAW The hall round towar which Mrmd e cormar ol ha
auter wall of Margab wad rabaill by Saltan Cala'um after e
eapturnd the cpable in 12385, bul behind is the mmain Resp
arpcied by the Hedapitallari [Auikhor's pholograph)




ABCWVE Most of Aoro was rebull folowing the end of ths
crusader occupation, Meveriheless part of 8 Frankish fower
atlll starsds =1 the e=nd of @ whar! budl on lop of the
mrdioval quay, [Author's photograph)

lemplodad’ view, Ha gleo bears an ondecorabad imon awand
with & haralnul-shaped pommal (18 When nod In e this I8
caried i a scabbard (17) atached 2 a sif Bnd Knobed
aword-bell: bath the Tfraol view &l a rear wee (18] of tha
lasirgg Systern of e swoed-beit 10 he seabiard |8 shvam,
Alsn shawn 1B an exampla and cetall of taoked decoration 1or

[ ] | thes front of the leathesr-coversd wooden scabiad (190

Hig shécdd (20} 8 wood covered in leathar in this o of
ghicdd The internal naiks canndd D gean on tha ront. | hes a
leather gQuige with iron bucka {21), tor attachmant ovar the
shoulder, and A padded kather sgualy (221, Mote thad only
twio of thi innar sirepe ouer The squab are buckiag

H: & MEETING OF THE CHAPTER C.1270

This gathenng i= 1zking plece in tha Hospiteller castle of Krak
ey Chavalisrs, - Thans wers sirict msquisdicens abood Aot
GAMTYING BITE OF WaAMQ armour N chaples, presamably 19
avod tirmidation. A ‘non-brother” sergeand is present o
mradintain arder and ig enclivg an over-anihusiaste palitioner,
Maarly, & brother-Sergeéant is passing 8 pelition W iha
Carmantual Priar, while the Broiber Cellarsrn, dislinguished by
fis bunch of keys, lslens,

Iz THE BANNER OF THE ORDER OF THE HOSPITAL
OF 5T JOHN AND THE COATS OF ARMSE OF ITS
MASTERS TO 1306

The supposed ooais-of-anms of the aariest masters wem
dravam g in lster years in the belel that swech notabie
man must have had tham, Other aarky arms ara simefarty
urrelinble, having bean hased upon those used by families
alaiming some assoclaBan with the famibes of the st
masters. This #lusiration also shows a Haspitaller standamd
bearer frorn oo 1280

Thie Blessed Gorerd (10985-1120)
T Blessad Raymond dis Puy (11 50-60)
Augar oa Balban (116052

Armeld de Comps (1162)

Gilioan o Aesaily |1162-70)

Cast da Murds (1170-75

Joban da Syrie (1172=77)

Foger de Mouling (117787
Armangaud d'Asp (118880

1 Garmibar o Naphes [11580-52)

11; Goofiey de Gonjon {1 1831202

12; Alforsc de Portugel (120306

13;  Geofiroy e Bet (1208-07)

14; Garin de Momalgu (12097-28)

i5; Berrand de Thessy (1228-50)

16 Guann [1230-38)

17 Barirand ca Comps {1236-18)

18; Pigrma de Vislin Brica (123945

189; Guillavma de Chdteaurayrd (1242-80)
20; Hugaes Pl (1258-7T)

21: Micholas Loegne [1277-B5)

#2: Jean da Viliers {1205-93

#3: Eudes das Pins [1:293-86)

24; Guillaume de YWiarat [1256-1305) and Foulques de
Wlloret (1305-1318

el A e O3 Y

by

J: THE FALL OF ACRE, 1291

Tha Hospitallers, the Templars and the Teutonic Krights
ployed @ bamok: roda in the final delenca of Acme but tha
Hrmpatallars pmeepad from this dieaster with the greaiess
credit, parly becauss they wese mome succassiul in helping
rafupnes to eacape fom the doomed oify, Thera must have
besan termor Gnd chacs in Acm's namow sireets, particuarty
naar tne harmour. as panic-sncken paople ted to gt aboar
Thea feny ships avadlable 10 cary tham L safaty,



The charch in Bahdeidst in
Lebaman comtaine the kergest
surviving Crusader-pariod wall
pamtings in e country,
Surviving fregmania in
Hoapitaller chapals suggest that
thay wene decorabed in a similar
manner, {In sty chench,
Bahsdniciat, Lebmnom;

E. Gruikakank-Dodd photagraph]

COLLECTIONS AND
MAJOR RELATED SITES

T Micde East and pans OF Eleoge ae dotied with casiles agsocistad with e
Hospialers, Therss i U Hody Land and neghibounng ragons arg Bied below, A3 one of
the lacpegl, noiesl andl sl pdwesrtul 1FaNS- refonal SeasnEatong 0 Re rmesdenal workd,
me Croer al 1he Hisg it sagks which
e predsrvad in erchives theoughou! Baropss, The Onder ako sl exmls in diferant oims
rargrg I 11 S Johin's Ambulanss Brigads 1o 1ha Foman Caihole Soveesign Milan
Oyder of 5t John and oo non-Caholic Orders ol BE Jahn in Gsmany, Swedan, the
Metedands and the Unied Kingoom, These e, perhepd, 1he inest reacs’ al al

19bers 18T & huga reimoer of documants ano el

Archlves and Museums

Male: Mebonal Library, \akils, soorporabing $ie achiees of s Onder of 21 John

Engilamd: Mussin of the Order af 51080, Londan, which fnchicss & smal musailm &
Encaent lhrang

Main Middle Eastern Castles

Cyprus: Faphos, incomokEls cesie

larsel Arold, ourod casle and owen; Aecaion, rumeg of aly wal; Bed Jdbein, ruing al

ey Behor ruined castes Roont Teboe, e feriilcstons: Clabimsneis
rerEnts of Toetihad boreest

Labanon Alkar, s ol csstia

Byriae (ewcdiuding mumences mingd castas): Jalieh, remaim of oetled iown; Hiak des
Cherealiere, oomplete caste; Mendeh, almost complete cesie; Cula'sl Banu kEnal

e comgiale amal casie

g
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Knight Hospitaller
(1) 1100-1306

Unlike thesir sometime rivals the
Templars, the Order of 5t John of
the Hospital of Jenesalem {or the
Hospitallers as they are better
kryown) wias not creatisd as o pesult
of the First Crasade im 106945:
rather, it was probably established
by a group of [talian merchants
from Amalfi in the mid-11th
century, However, as a conseguence
of the crusading movement, the
Hospitallers became recognised
experts in the military capabilities

af opposing Islamic ammies. This
book, the first of two o examine
thie litestyle, experiences and
military rode of the Hospltaller
knight, covers the period from the
foundation of the order to the
invasion of Rhodes in 1304,
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